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Chapter DCF 56
FOSTER HOME CARE FOR CHILDREN

DCF56.01 Authority and purpose. DCF 56.14  Foster parent training.

DCF 56.02  Applicability. DCF 56.15 Supervising agency

DCF 56.03  Definitions. DCF 56.16 Licensing agency responsibilities.

DCF 56.04  Applying for a license. DCF 56.17  Child's treatment team for Levels 3 to 5.
DCF 56.05 Licensee qualifications. DCF 56.18 Agency contact with foster parent.

DCF 56.06 Serious incident reporting. DCF 56.19  Agency contact with foster child.

DCF 56.07 Physical environment. DCF 56.20 Evaluation of Level 3 to 5.

DCF 56.08 Safety. DCF 56.21 Respite care for foster parents.

DCF 56.09 Care of foster children. DCF 56.22 Assessment of needs and strengths.
DCF 56.10 Hearing. DCF 56.23  Supplementalpayments, exceptional payments, initiebthing
DCF 56.12  Foster parent handbook. allowanceand retainer fee.

DCF 56.13 Foster home level of care certification.

Note: Sections PW-CY 40.60 to 40.65 as they existed on March 31, 1983 were 2. An applicant or licensee Wanting an exception to a nenstat

repealecand a new chapter HSS 56 was creatied@fe April 1, 1983.Chapter HSS i i ; H i
56 as it existed on February 28, 2002, was repeatelda new chapter HFS 56 was utory requirement in this chapter that the licensing agency has

createdRegister February 2002 No. 554eefive March 1, 2002. Chapter HFS 56 authorityto grant shalkubmit a written request to the licensing
wasrenumbered to chapter DCF 56 under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Register Nov@@encystatingthe specific provision of this chapter for which an
ber2008 No. 635. exceptionis requested, the justification for the requesirdep
tion and an explanation of any alternative provision planned to
DCF 56.01 Authority and purpose. (1) This chapteris meetthe intent of the requirement.
promulgatedinder the authority of ss. 48.62, 48.64 (4), and 48.67, 3. Any exception granted under subd. 2. or fiay shall be
Stats. to establish licensing requirements for foster homes aggecificallycited on the license and shall be ifeef only as long
fosterparents directed at protecting the health and safety and pigthe conditions under which the exception was granted remain
moting the welfare of children placed the homes; to establish put no longer than gearsfrom the date on which the exception
afair hearingprocedure for foster parents; to establish requirg granted or the date the license terminates, whicheseurs
mentsfor certification of a foster home with a level of care anglrst, by which time the licensing agency shall determirthéfe
requirementsor assessment ofaild’s needs and strengths; ands continued justification for the exception. In addition, the licens
to establish criteria fomaking supplemental and exceptionalpaying agency may impose conditions to be met within a specified
mentsto foster parents. periodof time by thdicensee as an alternative to compliance with
(2) A license to operate a foster home does not entitle ttie requirement for which an exception has been granted.

holderto placements of children wineed foster care since place  (b) Department exceptions panel. An applicant or licensee
ment decisions are basewh a variety of factors, including thewantingan exception to a nonstatutory requirenieithis chapter
compatibility of what a specific child needs with whaparticular thatthe licensing agenayay not grant may ask the department
fosterparent can dér. exceptionganelto grant the exception, with the approval of the

Note: Public licensing agencies are required to provide a foster home licensdigensingagency A request for an exception under this paragraph

any applicant who meets the requirements under this chafaesgency is nohow H it :
ever,required to place children with a licensee simply by virtue of the fact that thgiha” be m_ertmg on a form prescrlbed by th.e department._
Note: Copiesof the Departmerg’request form, “Application to DCF Exceptions

havea foster home to license. if - i > be obtained fi he i -
History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 81-02; EmR0937: Ea”? for Exﬁepgon to Ch. D,CFb55' e t?'".e rom the jlcensing agency or
emerg.am. (1)’ of 1-1-10; CR 10-021: am. (Register September 2010 No. 657 y V|S|t|ng the epartmerﬁ website at ttp. Cl.wisconsin.gov/chiidren. oster

eff. 10-1-10; EMR1050: engeram. (1), df 1-1-11; CR 10-148: am. (Register orms/formsINDX.htm.

August2011 No. 668, df 9-1-11. 2. Any requestinder subd. 1. shall include all of the following
information:

DCF 56.02 Applicability. (1) TowHOM THE RULESAPPLY. a. The name of the applicant or licensee.
This chapte gpplies © dl persors roposiry to provide a who ae b. The address of the applicant or licensee.
providingfoste care for children in a bster home and to he depart- c. The citation for the specific requirement for which an
ment;county agencies inde s 46.215 46.22 or 46.23 Sats; and  exceptionis requested.
licensedprivate child—placirg agencies. d. The rationale for the request.

(2) EXCEPTION TO A REQUIREMENT. (a) Licensing agency e. Al_'l explanatlon of _any alternative provision planned to
authority. 1. A licensing agency may grant an exception to arfje€tthe intent of the requirement. _
requiremenin this chapter if the licensing agency determihes . The signature of the applicant or licensee and the date on
the exceptionwill not jeopardize the health, safety or welfare ovhich the applicant or licensee signed the request.
thefoster children, except that the licensing agency magnait 3. The applicant or licensee shall submit the completed

anexception to any of the following requirements: ss. DCF 56.0@questorm to the licensing agency

(1),),(4 @1.,2.,5.,5m.,8.,0r9.or (b) 2, (6), (7) or (8), 56.05 4. The licensing agency'authorized representative shall, in
(1) (@), (b)1.b.,2.b.,d.,org., (c) 1. b, c.,d., ehgij, k., L, thespace provided on the request form, indicate whether he or she
m.,n., or 2., (d), (), or (3) (a), 56.06, 56.07 (3) (a), (4) (b), (c), (8yupportsor does not support the exception request or supports
, (9), or(h), (5) (a), (6), or (10) (a), 56.08 (1), (2), (3), (4), (5)somealternative to the request, shall justify that position and shall
(6) (c) 1., 2., 3. 0r 4. a., (7) (a) 3., (8) (a,(c), (10), or (10Om), signand date the request form.

56.09(1), (1g), (Im) (a) to (e), (2) (c), (3), (4) (c), (d) or (dm), (5), 5. If the licensing agency approves the request or some alter
(9), (10), or (12) (a), (c) or (d), 56.12, 56.13 (1), (2), (3), (4) () Inativeto the request, the licensing agency shall submit the com
2.,0r (b), (5) (a), (b) 1. or 2., (c), (6) (a), (b) 1. or 2., (c), (7), (8pletedrequest form to the department within 10 working days
56.14(1), (2), (3), (4)(5), (6), (6d), (6h), (6p), (61), (7), (7€), (7m),afterthe agency receipt of the request forfrom the applicant
(7s),(8) (a) or (b) 3., 56.15, 56.166.18, 56.19, 56.21 (2), 56.22,0r licensee. The licensing agency shall not submit to the depart
or 56.23. mentany request that it does not support.
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6. a. The department exceptions panel shall, in writing, indi (5) “Child” means a person under 18 years of age or a person
cateits approval or disapproval of the request within 10 workingge18 orolder who remains under the jurisdiction of the juvenile
days after the department receives the request form from tbeurt.

licensingagencyand has all the information required to make its (6) “Complete bathroom” means a bathroom vetheast one
decision. toilet, one sink, and one tub or shower

b. Notwithstanding subd. 6. a., the department exceptions (6m) “Counselor’means a person licensed or certifigier
panelshall, in writing, indicate its approval or disapproval of agh. 457, Stats., and ch. MPSW 3, 8, 12, or 17.
applicationfor certification to operate a Level 5 foster home under (7) “County agency” means a county department of seeigl

s.DCF 56.13 (7) (a) within 45 working days after the departmept-esynder s. 46.215 or 46.22, Stats., or a county department of
receives the application from the licensing agency and has all fignanservices under s. 46.23. Stats
informationrequired to make its decision. o :

X . (8) “Dangerousweapon” means any firearm, any device
7. a. The department exceptions pasfielll consist of at least yogjonedas a weapon and capable of producing death or great
3 persons who collectively are knowledgeable about the fos

careproaram. licensing practices and anv special needkikf d_in harm, any electric device d_esigned to immobilize or-i_nca
drenevhg m a)’/ be se rvg dpby the applicantyforpan exception. pacitatepersons by the use efectric current, any spray device

A ) esignedto immobilize or incapacitate persons by the use of
b. The chairperson of the panel shall be designated by figamicalsor other liquids or gases or any otkewice or instru

director of the departmerd’bureau of permanence and out-mentthat is calculated or likely to produce death or great bodily
of-homecare. harm.

c. Thepanel chairperson shall designate the remaining-mem
bersof the panel. drenand families.

(c) Non-safety-elated waiver for elatives. The licensing (10) “Departmentexceptions panel” or “exceptions panel”
agencyor the department exceptions pamely grant a waiver t0 meansthe group authorized tgrant exceptions under s. DCF
thefollowing non—safety—relatecequirements for the relative of 5 92 (2) to nonstatutory requirements of this chapter
a child without an alternative provision to meet the intent of the (10m) “Emergencycare” means care provided for a foster

reqwrement_: . . .child on the basis of 24—hour availabiliipcluding crisis inter
1. The licensing agency may grant a waiver to any requikgntionservices and emgency placements.
Ten&m S ?(CFL56'(;4 ) (g) 7 gggg (2)‘ 56f7 %2)‘ (74) (g) L or (11) “Exit” has the meaning prescribed in s. SPS 3228y
- (0), (),(K), (L), (7), Or (8), Or 56. - (0), (/), (o), Or . . .
(10§ ()b)(J)(c())((g))(e())or (f()_) @)@ 1. 6. (7). () (11m) “Family” meansthe birth parents, adoptive parents,
L relativesof the child, and other individuals who were permanently

2. The department exceptions panel may grant a waiver to - : : ; Lo
requiremenin's. DCF 56.04 (4) (a) 2. or 56.07 (4) (b) or (6) (b)‘mYng with the child before the chilslplacement in out—of-home

A request for a waiver shall follow the same procedsra request care.

for an exception under pdb), except an explanation of an alter _ (12) “Fostercare” means care and maintenance provided to
nativeunder par(b) 2. e. is not required. child in a foster home pursuatata court order or voluntary place

History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554f. &1-02;CR  mentagreement.

?%—(gﬁarnq-agz‘e) Eer?d; Rlesgiqszte(r4 )Dieif)e%nbg{eﬁgOSRES%tzfr- 1%18\1/;2145 ecrogg()cgtmnes ~ (13) “Fosterchild” means a child placed for care and mainte
0) (@)1, made i 1392 (4) (6) 7, Stets, Regicter November 2008 No, ffrancem a foster home by the department, a county agency
am. (2) (a) 1., (b) 5., 6., 7. b.,.cf2) (c) Register September 2010 No. 657, ef licensedprivate child—placing agency or a court by court oxater
10-1-10EmR1050: emer. am.(1), (2) (a) 1., (c) 1., €f1-1-11; CR 10-148: am. .

(1), (2) (@) 1., (c) 1., renum. (2) (b)6.be (2) (b) 6. a., c2) (b) 6. b. Register August avoluntary placement agreement

(9) “Department”’means the Wgconsin department of chil

2011No. 668, ef 9-1-11. (14) “Fosterhome” means any facility operated by a person
licensedunder s. 48.62 (1), Stats.
DCF 56.03 Definitions. In this chapter: (15) “Fosterparent” means a persevith primary responsi

(1) “Aftercare plan” means a plan for transition services for Rility for the care andupervision of one or more foster children
child thatidentifies services that will be provided after the child’Placedin his or her foster home and in whose name the foster
dischargefrom a foster home to ensure continuity in the managBomeis licensed under this chapter
mentof the childs needs. (15m) “Group home” means a facility operated by a person

(1g) “Algorithm” means a composite score based on iterfisensedby the department to provide 24—hour care and mainte
demonstratedo be relevant to decision making on a particuldtancefor 5 to 8 children under s. 48.625, Stats.
topic such as level of need or service provision. (16) “Guardian” meanghe person or agency appointed by a

(1r) “Applicant” means a person who applies for a license &9Urtto make major decisionsfefting a child which may include
operatea foster home, for renewal of a license to operate a fosE@NSento marriage, to enlistment in the armed forces and to major
homeor for modification of a license to operate a foster homeSUrgery. _ _

(2) “Basement’hasthe meaning prescribed in s. SPS 320.07 (17) “Hazardous machinery and equipment” means any

(8), namely that level below the first or ground floor level with itsTachineor other equipment generally known to be dangerous to
entirefloor below exit dischaye grade. untrainedor unskilled operators or to operators who for any other

o . Y .reasorare physically or mentallynable to operate the equipment
(3) “Basic maintenance payment” means a payment to-reighfe|y including a motor vehicle, power lawn moweactoror
bursea foster parent for theost of a foster child’food, clothing, otherfarmmachiney or equipment snow blower, chain saw, pow-
housing basic transportation, and personal items, as follows: g;_qrivenshop tool, snowmobile di-terrain vehicke ad eny' ather
(a) For care and maintenance provided for a child of any ageachineryor equipmer determinel by the icensirg a supervising
by a Level 1 foster home, $220. agencyto be wnsak for a particular foste child to gperate.

(b) For care and maintenance provided by a foster home tha{18) “HealthCheckprogram” means a standardizgaven
is certified to provide care atlavel of care that is higher thantive health check—up program for anyone under theofgé who
Level 1 care, an age-related foster care payment established thasa valid Wsconsin medical assistance card.

48.62(4), Stats. Note: A HealthCheck includes head-to-tphysical examination, immuniza

u ” : f jons, laboratory tests, eye exam, growth and developofesuk, hearing check,
(4) “Caseplan” means the service plan for the child and‘fa”ﬁmuthexam, nutrition check, health information, special teen—age health education

ily, of which the permanency plan is a part. andteen pregnancy services.
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(19) “Home-basedprivate educational program” meaas (34d) “Program manager” means théoster parent and
programof educational instruction provided to a child by théicenseeof a Level 5 foster home.
child's parent or guardian or by a person designated by the parentasn) “Programstaf’ means stdfin a Level 5 foster home
or guardian. An instruction program provided to more than oRgho are responsible for daily supervision of the children and
family unit does not constitute a home-based private educatioggbctcare to the children to ensure their safety and well-being.

progranl. , N (34p) “Residentialcare center for children and youth” means
(20) “Householdmember” means any person living in a fostey residential facility licensed as a child welfagency under s.
home,whether or not related to the licensee. 48.60, Stats., that provides treatment and custodial services for
(21) k;‘Legal Cl;stodﬁl_’l’dmelanslthe pec;son gr af?enhcy t% Wr?oﬁhildren,youth, and young adults ages 18, 19, or 20.
acourt has transferredahild's legal custody and who thereby has  (341) «Respite care” means the services or egercy care
theright and duty to protect, train and discipline the child@nd q\idedto a foster child during a planned absence ofdbeer
providefor the childs care and needsLegal custody” has the narentfor more than 48 hours or whée licensing, supervising,
meanlngpirescrlbed n s. 48.02 (12), Stats. _ or placing agency pays for the service or care.
(21g) “Level of care” means the intensity of services that is 35) “Responsiblecare provider’ means a person the foster

g?gﬁglse g)nr(;]iﬁetltehvilngs g: eog a child who has been assessede‘\ﬂ ntbelieves has the abilignd maturity to care for a foster
21 ?‘L Igf e ' .  a child timtsed child for the time that the fostehild will be in that persor’care.
(21r) “Level of need” means a rating of a child teaused to (35m) “Severeemotional disturbance” means an emotional

:nform decision making on placement and service provision. T ability that has persisted for at leésinonths and is expected
evel of need is derived from an algorithm that is based on ersist for a year or longeA severely emotionaligisturbed
assessmertf a childs functioning. p A gen severely : ISturbe:
w@ . . . , child may experience psychotic symptoms, be a suicide risk, or
(22) “Licensed private child-placing agency” means anyaycause personal injury significant property damage or will
agencylicensed by the department under s. 48.60, Stats., and&hyefnctional impairment in at least 2 areas, includieti-care,
DCF 54 to license a person to operate a foster home and to piag&munity participation, social relationships, family relation
childrenin foster homes and other out-of-home care facilitiesgpins and school. A severely emotionally disturbed child will be
(23) “Licensee”means the fostguarent or foster parents inreceivingservices from 2 or more social services agencies. The
whosename or names a foster home is licensed under this chaig{otionaldisturbance musneet one of the AXIS | diagnostic
(24) “Licensing agency” means the department, a countglassificationf the Diagnostic and Statistidglanual of Mental
agencypor a licensed private child—placing agency that may iss@sorderspublished by the American Psychiatric Association.
alicense to operate a foster home under this chapter (36) “Supervisingagency” means the agency responsible for
(25) “Living area” means the rooms of the fostermeused overseeingthe care and maintenance of a childced in out-
by householdnembers for sleeping, preparing and eating meatsfi-homecare, which may be a county agerte department, or
bathing,toileting and indoor leisure time activities. alicensed private child—placing agency

(26) “Mechanical restraint” meansany physical apparatus  (37) “Team” meansthe group appointed by the placing and
that interfereswith the free movement of a perseimbs and supervisingagencies to assess a child, develop and implement the

body. caseand permanency plans, and evaluate the shildigress$or
(27) “Motor vehicle” means a private automobile, metor achild with a level of need of 1 to 2 who is placeda ifoster home.
cycle,van, bus or truck. (37e) “Treatment”means the combination of therapies; ser

(28) “Nurse practitioner’means a registered nurse licenseuices,and care designed to assist a child in achieving established
underch. 441, Stats., who is currently certified as a nurse pragtieasurablend behavioral goals and objectives based upon the
tionerby anational certifying body that is recognized by this\W informationgathered through the assessment process.
consinboard of nursing. (37m) “Treatmentplan” meanshe comprehensive services

(29) “Out-of-homecare” means care in a foster homae, plandeveloped by the treatment team farhéld with a level of
grouphome under s. 48.625, Stats., or a residential care centerfeedof 3 to 5 who is placed in a foster home with a Level 3to 5
childrenand youth under s. 48.60, Stats. certification.

(30) “Permanencyplan” means a plan required under s. 48.38 (37s) “Treatmentteam” means the group appointed by the
(2), Stats., that is designed to ensure that a ghidded in out— placingand supervising agenciesdesess a child, develop and
of-homecare is safely reunified withis or her family whenever implement the treatment plan, and evaluate the shidtbgress
appropriateor that the child quickly attains a safe placement @6r a child with a level of need of 3 to 5 who is placed in a foster
homeproviding long-term stability homewith a Level 3 to 5 certification.

(31) “Physical punishment’means inflicting any kind of  (38) “Voluntary placement agreement” means a writter con
physicalpain ordiscomfort on a child by means that include butactbetween a county agency and the chilgirent or guardian
arenot limited to hitting, slapping, spanking, punching, shakingindthe child, if the child is 12 years of ageolder for the place

kicking, biting or washing out a chils'mouth with soap. mentof the childin a licensed foster home under s. 48.63 (1),
(32) “Physician” means a person licensed to practice medstats.
cine or osteopathy under ch. 448, Stats. History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8f1-02,corrections

M P . ” e in (9), (10), (24) and (37) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6. and 7., Stats., Register
(33) “Physicianassistant” means a person certified urdter november2008 No. 635: EmR0937: erger. and recr(3), ef. 1-1-10; CR 10-021:
448, Stats., to perform patient services under the supervision amad recr(3) Register September 2010 No. 657, EH-1-10; EmR1050: emgr

directionof a physician. renum. (1) to be (1r), c1), (1g), (6m), (10m), @m), (15m), (219), (21r), (33m),
. . o (34d), (34h), (34p), (34t), (35m), (37¢), (37m), (37s), am. (3) (a), (14), (15), (22),
(33m) “Placingagency” means a licensed privateld—plac (24(),52?), ()36(), ('338)(,.ranc; rm()s?,eﬁ.)l—(l—n); %R 1)0—(148:)re(nur3). (%) t%)be( (1r)),
ing agency; county department with powers and duties wwdercr: (1), (19), (6m), (10m), @im), (15m), (219), (21n), (33m), (34d), (34h), (34p),
. o : 34t), (35m), (37¢), (37m), (37s), am. (3) (&04), (15), (22), (24), (29), (36), (38),
48.57and 938.57, Stats., the departmgnt, thiscphsin depart 5 an)d(recrp()37() Ree)gi(stermﬁ)\uéus?)ZglrIQOF GgG(g?e)f 9(—1)—Jg.;cz>rEect)io(nsi)n EZ),)(]_(l) )
ment of corrections; or a licensed child welfare agency fromade under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register February 2012 No. 674.

anotherstate authorized to place children in foster homes.

(34) “Premises"means the foster home and the tract of land DCF 56.04 Applying for a license. (1) WHO MusT
onwhich it is situated, including all other buildings and structurespLy. (a) Any person proposing povide foster care for chil
onthat land. dren shall apply to a licensing agency for a foster home license.

RegisterFebruary 2012 No. 674
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(b) Application for a foster home license shall be made on a 7. The employment history of the applicant. The history shall
form provided by the licensing agency indicatethe length of time the applicant was employed by each
(2) License ProHIBITION. No licensing agency may issue &€mployer. The employment history shall document all employ
licenseto operate a foster home to an employee of the agencyfg#ntfor the S—year period prior to submission of the application
to the relative of an employee of the agency if the emplayeks for a foster home license, unless the licensing agency has-+eason
in the area of the agency that issues foster care licenses. TFhis 8¢ cause to request employment history for more than 5 years.
sectiondoes not apply to a foster parent who receivesyanent 8. Notification of any previous licensure as a foster parent or
unders. 48.64 (4), Stats., or to a volunteer for the agency any other type of caregiver for children, the name of the licensing
Note: The intent of this requirement is to prevent possible conflicts of interest witgencyand the period during which the license was held.
o o o et oo o e Styoler PELTie=Ut 9. A signed statement indicating that the applicaas

shouldconsider such situations in granting a license to an employee of the agef§ceivedthe following information provided by the agency:

(3) REAPPLICATION FOLLOWING DENIAL OR REVOCATION. NO a. A brochurethat explains the foster care reimbursement and
applicantor former licensee who, for a substantive reason, sutatestructure, including the clothing allowance.
as inappropriate discipline practicesiadequate mental health  b. A brochue ha explains he foste parert insurane ogram
functioning or current abusef alcohol or drugs, was denied aandinformatian regardiy how to file a ¢aim with tha program.
licenseor whose license was revoked may reapply for a license ¢ Notice thathe licensing agency may contact thsdknsin
any licensing agency withim period of 2 years following the gepartmenbf justice and any similaxgency in another state, any
following conditions are met: agencyor any other public or private agency to determine if there

(a) The initial denial or revocation was based on the applicanits any reason specified under s. 48.685, Stats., ch. DHS 12, s. DCF
or former license&’ criminal conviction or governmental finding56.05(1) (a) 3. orany other part of this chapter for the applicant
that required rehabilitation approval under ch. DHS 12 #hed to not be granted a license.
applicantor former licensee failed tprove rehabilitation under 10. Other documentation or authorizations requiredHay
ch.DHS 12. licensingagency for its review of the application.

(b) The applicant or former licensee has reapplied for rehabi (b) Licenserenewal. An applicant for renewal of a license
litation review under ch. DHS 12 and the rehabilitation reviewhall submit all of the following to the licensing agency at least 30
panelhas determined that the applicant has been rehabilitate@laysbefore expiration of the current license:

(4) DOCUMENTS REQUIRED PRIOR TO LICENSING. (a) Initial 1. An application form completed and signed by dpgli
license. Beforean applicant for an initial license may be issuedant. Married persons living together shall both sign the applica
alicense, the applicant shall submit the followtnghe licensing tion. Any household member who will act in the role of foster par
agency: entshall sign the application.

1. An application form completed and signed by aippli 2. Verification of homeownés or rentes insuranceover
cant. Married persons living together shall both sign the applicagerequired under s. DCF 56.05 (4) or a request for a waiver under
tion. Any household member who will act in the role of foster pas. DCF 56.05 (5), and verification of vehicle liability insurance
entshall sign the application. requiredunder s. DCF 56.05 (3) if the applicqaféns to transport

2. Verification of homeowneés or rentels insurance&eover fosterchildren in his or her own vehicle.ekfication means that
agerequired under s. DCF 56.05 (4) or a request for a waiver unég licensingagency representative has personally seen the-appro
s. DCF 56.05 (5), and verification of vehicle liability insurancéfiatedocumentation. A licensing agency need not retaiopy
requiredunder s. DCF 56.05 (3) if the applicaéns to transport Of the documentation in its files.
fosterchildren in his or her own vehicle.ekification means that 3. Documentation of fire safety inspection of the foster home,
thelicensingagency representative has personally seen the-appfaequired by the licensing agency

priatedocumentation. A licensing agency need not retaiopgy 4. A privatewater supply test report for the foster home, if
of the documentation in its files. requiredby the licensing agency
Note: Section 344.62, Stats., requires motor vehicle liability insurarfieetiet 5 If required by the Iicensing agencalwritten statement

June 1, 2010.

3. A written statemerfrom a physician, physician assistant
or nurse practitioner that indicatasy physical or mental condi
tions of the applicant or any household members that wotédtaf
the ability of the family to provide caréor a foster child or
threaterthe health or safety of a foster child. The statement s
be based upon a medical examination performed within the pre
vious 6 months, except as provided in subd. 4.

4. If a member of the household of an applicant who is a re
tive of a foster child is not covered by health insurance or a-me
cal examination would be a significant financial burden to t
householdnemberthe licensing agency may grant an exceptio,
to the requirement in subd. 3. If the licensing agency grants tgj

exception, the household member shall submit a personalfy’or she has that wouldett the ability of the family to provide
signedstatementhat indicates any physical or mental conditionga efor afoster child or threaten the health or safety of a foster
he or she has that wouldedt the ability of the family to provide ;4.

gﬁirlzfor afoster child or threaten the health or safety of a foster 6. Other documentation or authorizations requirecttsy

D . i foty i ) f the f h licensingagency for its review of the application.
5. Documentation of fire safety inspection of the foster home, (c) License modificationsl. A licensing agency may modify

If required by the licensing agency a foster home license. An applicant for a license may request

from a physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner that
indicatesany physical or mental conditions of any household
memberthat would &kect the ability of the family to provide care
for a foster child or threaten the health or safety of a foster child.
The statement shall be based upon a medical examinatien per
medwithin the previous 6 months.

5m. If amember of the household of an applicant who is-a rel
tive of a foster child is not covered by health insurance or a medi
| examination would be a significant financial burden to the
buseholdnemberthe licensing agency may grant an exception
the requirement in subd. 3. If the licensing agency grants this
ception, the household member shall submit a personally
Hnedstatementhat indicates any physical or mental conditions

5m. A drawing of the layout of the foster home. modificationof the license at théme of the initial licensure. A
6. A privatewater supply test report for the foster home, ificenseemay request modificatioof the license at any time dur
requiredby the licensing agency ing the efective period of the license.
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2. An applicant for license modification shall obtain a licenseative rule violation that substantially relates to caringdbil-
modificationapplication form fronthe licensing agency and shalldrenor operating doster home, as described in ch. DHS 12, and
submita completed and signed application fand other materi who exercises sound judgment and displays the capacity {0 suc
alsrequired by the licensing agency to that agency within the faessfullynurture foster children.

lowing time limits: 2. The applicant or licensee shall give truthful anficient

a. Before the date the licensee plans to change location fraxformationto enable the licensing agency to verify whether or
the location specified on the current license. not heor she meets the requirements under subd. 1. Giving false

b. Before the date an applicant wishes to have one or métormationor withholding relevant information shall constitute
licenseconditions changed. groundsfor denial or revocation of the license.

c. No later tharB0 days before the date the marital status of 3. In determining whether a person is fit and qualified, the
the licensee changes. licensingagency shall consider the persoqualifications under

this section and any history of civil or criminal violation of stat
utes,regulations or ordinances of the United States, this state, any
otherstate, any local government or other U.S. jurisdiction sub
stantiallyrelated to the care of children.

(b) Characteristics. 1. ‘All foster parents.” As evidenced
roughinterviews withfoster family members, the use of formal
ed assessment systems, communication with references, and
other methods considered to leffiective components of a cem

ehensivdoster home stugw licensee shall hawe exhibit all

the following characteristics to a degree that will allow the

licenseeto adequately provide foster care services:

a. An adequate understandingvatfiat it means to be a foster

d. Within 10 days after a household member leaves.

e. At least 30 days before someone erttegshousehold when
thisis known that far in advance or otherwisesasn as possible
beforethat person enters the household.

(5) ACTIONBY THELICENSINGAGENCY. (a) Except aprovided
in par (b) or (c), within 60 days after receiving a complete&
applicationfor a foster home license, for renevedlthe foster
homelicense or for a license modification, the licensing agen
shall approve the application and issue the license, deny
applicationor approve the modification. Any delay thathe
resultof an act or omission on the paftthe applicant shall not
be considered in the 60—day time limit. If thpplication for a . e - A
license relicensure or license modification is denied, the Iieengh'lhOI ?lnd ﬁ_lrecognmon of a_lt_:hlkj'strengths_anql needls, consistent
ing agency shall give the applicant reasionsriting for the denial With the childs age and abilities, or a motivation to learn.

andshall provide information on how an appeal may be requested P- A history of managing or aimdication of the ability to
unders. DCF 56.10. managestress related to economic resources, employment, home,

sigﬁighborhoodfamily size, health problems, or other factors and
W’;mindication of an ability to copeith an additional stress factor
gf the placement of a foster child.

(b) A licensing agency shall be allowed one 30—day exten
of the time limit under pafa) if the extension is needed to allo
the agency teollect information necessary to make an informe .
decision,such as to obtain@iminal records check or responses - A satisfactory self-concept.
from references. The agency shall notify the applicant or licensee d. An ability to communicate ideas, feelings, and needs.
if an extension is necessary e. An outlook regarding his or her own history that indicates

(c) If the foster home license applicatiorfds a pre—adoptive thatany negative aspect&ve been recognized and adequately
placementthe licensing agency shall either approve the applicaddressed.
tion and issue the license or deny the application witltial&nhdar f. Parenting ability appropriate to the age, abilities, strengths,
monthsafter receipt of the completed application. If the applicand needs of foster childrémbe placed in the licensediome or
tion for a license is denied, the licensing agency shall tiige a motivation to learn.
applican.treasons, in writing, for the denial and shall provide g. A history of positive parenting, if applicable.
information on how an appeal may be requesteder s. DCF h. An adequate knowledge of child growth and development
56.10. ) ) o or a motivation to learn.

(6) DiscrimiNaTION. A licensing agency may ndtscriminate i. Reasonably constructive social relationslzipd the ability

againstan applicant for a foster hontieense or a foster parent, provide encouragement andderstanding of a foster chisd’
applyingfor renewal of a foster home license on the basis of agg.adfor positive social relationships.

sexrace, colarcreed, sexual orientation, national origirhand j. Effective intrafamilialcommunication and the existence of

cap. . appropriatefamily roles, marital or other relationship stability
shéﬁ)beE'z;Eggl\XaEfngéogeorizg rLllc();tE{\losix (;Ae écc)isée;ehaorrsnzn“cf?rr\]:)? ti)rétegrationinto the communityand oganization in the home.
renewedupon successful completion of relicensing requirementg$ aké Ogg&ﬁggg;’]ager ;nrgg{is\‘/tgt?gr']n% ?é gmld abuse and neglect

(8) NOTIFICATION OF APPLICATION FOR OR ISSUANCE OF ADDI - L. An appropriateinderstanding of the needs of children who
TIONAL LICENSES. A licensee who applies to any licensing auf(horhave been abused or nealected asfdparents who abuse or
ity for or is issued any other licenseaddition to the foster home ngglecttheir children or a r%otivation toplearn

licenseshall notify the agency that issued the foster home licens : .
eM. Adequate preparation of all family members to become a

No licensee may hold any other license to operate a foster ho, . . . .
under this chapter or a group home under ch. DCF 57. osterfamily, particularly preparation for the stress that having a

History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8F1-02; corrections fosterchild in the fam'ly may place on each fam'ly member

i7n (2{ a(tas) (Flg‘)?, (é{ e(ra%\‘%\l grﬁl?é’r (g())gé, ,Sl%) (g%);rllzd m(?e)o 313""7‘1.9 mtiésri csméigf &) ® n. An appropriate motivation for applying to be a foster-fam
16-021(xcept for (4) (&) 5m), BfL-1-10; CR 10-021: am. (4) (a) 2. () 2. and (¢1¥ @nd an ability to follow through on difult endeavors.
1.,r. and recr(4) (@) 3., 4., and (b) 5.,.¢4) (a) 5m. and (b) 5m. Register September 0. A willingness to work with the supervising agengiacing

2010No. 657, eff 10-1-10; correction to humbering of (4) (a) 5m. made under : ; f ; ;
13.92(4) (b) 1., Stats., Register SeptempBL0 No. 657; EmR1050; enger. and agencylicensing agencyand the biological or adoptive parents

recr.(2), (4) (a) 5m., am. (8),fefl—1-11; CR 10-148:.rand recr(2), (4) (a) 5m., am. in achievinga foster childs permanence goal as established in the
(8) Register August 2A1No. 668, f 9-1-11. child’s permanency plan.
) o ) Note: The Department has recommended theofisiee Resource Family Assess
DCF 56.05 Licensee qualifications. (1) PERSONAL mentbut any formalized assessment system can be used.

REQUIREMENTSAND BACKGROUND. (@) General. 1. A person 2. ‘Level 3to 5." In addition to the requirements under subd.
licensedto operate a foster home shall deesponsible, mature 1., a foster parent who operates a foster home with a Level 3to 5
individual who is fit and qualified, who does not abuse alcaiol certificationshall have théollowing knowledge, skills, and quali
drugsor have a history of a civil or criminal conviction or adminisficationsprior to placement of a child in the foster home:
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a. Knowledgeof the specific behavioral, emotional, or physi 2. ‘Foster home with Level 3 to 5 certification.” In addition
cal conditions; symptomology; artdeatment and care needs oto the requirements under subd. 1., a foster parentopbeates

the child to be placed. afoster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification shall do all of the

b. Knowledge of the operation of any specialized equipmef@llowing, unless otherwise determined by the treatment team:
andemegency back-up systems for the child to be placed. a. Participate as an active team member irdinelopment,

c. Recognition of escalating symptoms or sidéea$ ofthe implementationand evaluation of the treatment plan goals and
child’s condition and appropriate responses. objectives.

d. Knowledgeof the medications, services, and treatments of b. Assume primary responsibility for implementing in—home
the child to be placed. careand treatment strategies specified in the treatment plan.

e. Knowledge of the care requirements aedhniques c. Participate in developingchild’s individualized treatment
requiredfor the child to be placed. plan.

f. A demonstrated commitment to providing care for a child d. Notify the appropriate treatment team member of any-prob
with serious treatment needs. lemsor concerns related to operating a foster home wlittval

g. Commitment and time to receive the required pre-placd to 5 certification.
ment, initial, and ongoing training. e. Participate on eegularly scheduled basis, but at least annu

h. Ability to appropriately bond with the child. ally, in the evaluatiomf his or her performance as a foster parent

operatinga foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification under s.

i. A demonstrated capacity to dedkefively with the depen
dencyneeds of the child.

j- Availability at all times except when respiare under s.
DCF 56.21 or other arrangements for caf¢he child have been
madewith the supervising or licensing agency

(c) Responsibilities.1. ‘All foster parents.” The licensee shall
be familiar with the requirements of this chapter and do all of tl

DCF 56.20.

(d) Age. No person younger than 21 years of age may be
licensedto operate a foster home, except that a person 18 to 20
yearsof age may be licensed provide foster care for a relative.

(e) Health. 1. The applicant for an initiicense to operate
foster home and all members of the household shall be free of
following: physicalor mental conditions that would interfere with the ability

2. Comoly with all of th . ts of this chant of the family to provide care for a foster child or threaten the health
. ply with all of the requirements of this chapter or safety of a foster child.

b. Participate in the selection of and accept foster children for 3. If, at any time, the licensing agency suspects or has reason

care only in conformity with the conditions specified on the, pejieve that the physical or mental health of an applicant,

licenseand with the approval of the licensing and supervising.seeor other household member may pose a threat to the
agencies. _ . health,safetyor welfare of children in care, the licensing agency
c. Cooperate fully with the licensing agenayd any other may require an alcohol or other drug abuse assessment or a physi

agencyresponsible for supervisirfgster children in the liceRs 5 health or mental health evaluationtioé person as a condition
ee’scare and keep the licensing agency and any asponsible o, issuing or continuing the license.

agencyinformgd of eac.h child’_progr_ess and problems. . (f) Background.1l. The applicant shall provide all of the-fol
d. Immediately notify the licensing agency of any change 1Bwing:
thejob or workschedule of a foster parent who works outside the a. Before a foster home license is issued or renewed, the appli

homeandnotify the licensing agency of any impact this Ch"’mg@antand any non-client resident of that persdrdmewho is age
Wllillotl’e]agei gﬂéﬂgﬂgﬁggzgﬁgw_ﬁ;g;%'}f’mi;zsst%ggg%é @@, L2 orolder shall complete the background information disclosure
i ‘e e " form and shall providewritten authorization for the licensing

e. Cooperate and assist wéfforts of the supervising agency oo o+ make follow—up contact with thei¥¢onsin department
to maintain relationships between foster children and their-fa f justice and any other agency to determine if there is any reason
lies and withthe agency eforts to implement plans for care an dersubd. 3. why the applicant should not be granted a license
treatmentand for arranging a permanent living arrangement gghave an.ex.isting license renewed
requiredunder s. 48.38 Or 938.38, Stats. . . Note: To obtain a master copy tife Background Information Disclosure Form,

f. Allow the supervising agency up to 30 days in which teither download the form at http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/F8/F82064qudf
makean alternate placement when the licensee asks that a fogese copy of the forrirom ihe Division of Safety and Permanence Forms Center
child be removed from the home. atrorms Vianagern. Box 556, Viadison, W 2-0- .

Maintain in confidencall personal information about fos . b. Before an initial foster home license is issoed license
tercgﬁildren and theifamilies p is renewed after a break in licensure, the applicant shall provide
X . _ ) ) . the licensing agency or its designated agent with a set of finger

h. Comply with serious incident reporting requirements in $yints suficiently clear to submit to the latonsin department of
DCF 56.06. o _ _ justice or other law enforcement agency for submission to the

i. Attend training sessions, permanency plan reviews, angtionalcrime information database as provided in s. 48.685 (2)
othermeetings asequired by the licensing, supervising, or plac(c) 1., Stats.

Ing agency c. Before arninitial foster home license is issued or a license
j. Provide arespite care provider with written and verbals renewed after a break in licensure, aipplicantand any adult
informationregarding the specific care needs of a child each tirgsidingin the applicant home shall providene licensing agency
respitecare is used. or its designated agent with information on their places of resi
k. Provide or arrange for a chitdhecessartransportation, denceduring the 5—-yeaperiod prior to submission of the license
unlessotherwise determined by the ch#dteam ortreatment application.
team. 2. The licensing agency shall do all of the following:
L. Advocate for the child with the chikischool system and  a. Conduct criminal and other background checks in aecord
haveprimary responsibility for communication with the schoolancewith s. 48.685, Stats., antl. DHS 12 before issuing a foster
unlessotherwise determined by the chddteam ortreatment homelicense or at any time during licensure that the licensing

team. agencyconsiders appropriate.
m. Implement the child case plan, aniflapplicable treat b. Submit the applicant’ fingerprints to theWisconsin
mentplan, cooperatively and consistently departmenbf justice or other law enforcement agency for-sub
n. Participate in assessing a clilgrogress. missionto the national crime information databaseprovided in
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s.48.685 (2) (c) 1., Stats., before an initial foster home licensditensing agency ofhaving homeownés or renteis liability
issuedor a license is renewed after a break in licensure. insuranceas required under s. 48.627 (2) (a), Stats.

c. If the licensing agency is informed that the applicant or any (b) A licensing agency shall have on file verification that each
adultresiding inthe applicans home resided in the state ofsWW foster parent licensed by that agenbgs insurance coverage
consinduring the 5-year period prior to the submission of thequiredunder par(a) and s48.627 (2) (a), Stats., or shall have
licenseapplication, the licensing agency shall check any chileh file documentation that the foster parent has been granted a
abuseand neglect reports or findings from counties iis&nsin  waiverfrom that requirement in accordance with sub. (5), or has
in which the person is a resident or was a resident within thosbegnissued dicense for a period not to exceed 90 days to allow
yearsbefore licensure or relicensure after a break in licensurethe foster parent to obtain necessary documentation to request a

d. Ifthelicensing agency is informed that the applicant or anyaiverin accordance with sub. (5).
adultresiding in the applicar’homeresided outside the state of (5) WAIVER OF HOMEOWNER'S OR RENTER'S LIABILITY INSUR-
Wisconsinduring any period within the 5 years prior to the-subaNCE REQUIREMENT. (@) In this subsection, “W¥consin insurance
mission of the license application, the licensing agency shagllan” means the mandatory risk—sharing insurance plan-estab
checkany child abuse or neglesgistry maintained by any statelishedunder s. 619.01, Stats., and s. Ins 4.10.
or other U.S. jurisdiction in which the persisra resident or was  (b) A foster parent or an applicant for a foster home license
aresident within those 5 years for information on child abuse piay request a waiver of the requirement under sub. (4) (a) if he
neglectsubstantiations or similar findings before licensure or relor she is unable to obtain the required insurance, the insurance
censureafter a break in licensure. policy that he or she had was canceled or payment of the premium

e. Before arinitial foster home license is issued or a licensfor the required insurance would cause undue finaheialship.
is renewed, the licensing agency shall conduct a reverse $garch (c) A request for a waiver shall be sent directly to the licensing
addresf the Wsconsin sex dénder registry agencyand shall include one of the following:

Note: A reverse search by address can be done by entering the entity or placement : ; o nilityg
addressat http://wisconsindoc.familywatchdog.us/.  The Registry and Famil?/ 1. A written denial of homeowns liability Insurance by an
Watchdoginformationdoes not contain information on all convicted sdemders.  (Nsurancecompany for a reason other than gw®r condition of

Theinformation is limited by the &ictive date of the applicable law and to thosethe property and a written denial of the same insurance coverage
offenderswho have been arrestead convicted, adjudicated or committed for a F

crime specified under the law and who meet registration and publicatqprire from the W§COI’ISII‘I |nsur§nce plan. L

ments. For example, certain sexterfises by juveniles or other persons may not meet 2. A written cancellation of homeownrstiability insurance

registrationor publication requirements. Please consider these limitations whw an insurance company for reasons other than nonpayment of

°bta'§'”gl'3”f°'ma"°? tfrom tz%Rggg"gt” 't:am"ya'ghdr?gba = licant premiumsand a written denial of the same coverage from tise W
. Pursuant to s. 48.685, Stats., and ch. n applicant ¢oncininsurance plan.

or licensee is unqualified to hold a license if #pplicant or any . : o .
othernonclient resident living in the household meets any of t%%cgéc'?‘mwrg?gsden'al of rentes liability insurance from 2 insur
following conditions: panies. , o

a. Is the subject of a pendirstate or federal criminal chye 4. A written cancellation of renter liability insurance by an

if the circumstances of the charsubstantially relate to caring fornSurancecompany _for reasons other_tr}anf nr? n-payment of pre
childrenor operating a foster home. miums and, in addition, a written denial of the same insurance

: ) coveragegrom one other insurance company
b. Has been convicted of a felpmgisdemeanoor otherstate 5 Documentation that ment of the insuran remium
or federal ofense, the circumstances of which substantially relate. = e 1 'pIaK ‘a h'o ¢ eth SL; atce pre t”
to caring for children or operating a foster home or who is ethy04'd cause undue financial haraship for the foster parent or
wise prohibited from licensure by statute or ch. DHS 12, includin"i}}Dpllcantas evidenced by any of the following:

any governmental finding that the person misappropriated-a cli @. The foster family or applicant is a participant in\fiecon-
ent's property sin Works program under ss. 49.141 to 49.161, Stats.

4. An applicant or licensee shall immediately notify the b. The foster parent or applicant is receiving supplemental
licensingagency of any arrests or convictions, any allegations $fcurityincome under 42 USC 1381 to 1383d.
determinationsspecified under subd. 3. b., or investigations of ¢. The foster familys or applicans income is at or below the
maltreatmentof a child under s. 48.981, Stats., relating to th@inimum family budget determined by the departmentgor
applicantor licensee or any member of the applicaot licens posesof administering the uniform fee system under ch. DHS 1.
ee'shousehold. This information shall be used by the licensingNote: A foster parent has limited liability under s. 895.485, Stats. This does not
agencyin maling a determinalion 1o Ssue o deny a fcense, et =St e P v et ot pet = e, o
renewor not renew a license, or to revoke a license. insurancarequirement should be made only in rare circumstances.

(2) FINANCES. A foster parent shall havestable income sfif (d) Within 30 days after receipt of a request that is accempa
cientto meet the foster family’obligationswithout reliance on nied by the documentation required under. ge), the licensing
the basic maintenance payments received for the care of fosigencyshall either waive the requirementdeny the request for
childrenplaced in the foster home. An applicant for a licestsgl  a waiver and shall notify the applicant or foster parientriting
providethe licensing agency with verification of compliawgéh  of its decision and the reasons for the decision.

this subsection. Note: The Wisconsin Insurance Plan is property insuranctheflast resort. A
: . fosterparent and an applicant for a foster hdicense should consider thedtbnsin
o (3) VEHICLE LIABILITY INSURANCE. (@) An applicant for either | rancePlan only if they cannot obtain conventional insurdno an insurance
initial licensing or for relicensingvho plans to transport foster company. For information on the Wconsin Insurance Plan, contact any insurance
childrenin his or her vehicle shall provide the licensing agen encyor the XVlSzOgg'ln 'E_)ngségance Plan, 700 Wichigan Street, Milwaukee, WI
. . . B . . ;phone - - .
with documentation of C“"e'.“ vehicle liability Insurance que History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8f-1-02; corrections
ageand shall ensure that the insurance coverage continfogseén in (1) (a) 1., (f) 2., 4. and (5) (c) 5. c. made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register
throughouuhe term of licensure. November2008 No. 635; EmR0937: engerevisions as in CR 10-021f.ef-1-10;
L. .. . . . . CR10-021: am. (1) (b) 2. and (c) 8.and recr(1) (e) 1. and (f), (1) (e) 2. Register
(b) If itis anticipated that a foster child will drive the appli septembe010 No. 657, €10-1-10; EMR1050: em@rrenum (1) (b), (c) to be
cant'smotor vehicle, the applicant shall ensure that the fobitel (1) (b) 1., (c) Land am., c(1) (b) 2., (¢) 1. h. to n., 2. fe1-1-11; CR 10-148: renum
is covered by the applicastinsurance policy (1) (b), (c) to be (1) (ki) %1 (c) 1. and am. (&) (b) 2., (c) 1. h. to n., 2. Register August

2011No. 668, f 9

(4) HOMEOWNER'S OR RENTER'S LIABILITY INSURANCE. (a)
Exceptas provided under sub. (5), before a foster home license iDCF 56.06 Serious incident reporting. (1) A foster
issued or renewed, the applicant for an initial license or the fogparentshall immediately notify the supervising agency and, if not
parentapplying for renewal of a license shall furngioof to the the same, the licensing agency of all of the following:
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(a) Death of a foster child. whenmore expert opinion is necessary to help the agency evaluate
(b) Serious iliness or injury of a foster child that requires tiiee safety of the home.
servicesof a licensed medical professional, including all of the (1m) ExTERIORACCESS. If necessary for a child to access the

following: fosterhomewhere the child is placed, at least one entrance to the
1. A broken bone. fosterhome shalbe level or ramped in accordance with ch. SPS
2. A burn. 362and in a manner that provides safe access for the child.
3. A concussion. (2) INTERIORLIVING AREA. (a) An applicant applying oor
4. Awound requiring stitches afterSeptember_l, 1990_, _for an initial license to operate a foster
' s X X : home shall provide a minimum of 200 square feet of living area
5. The ingestion of poison or drug overdose. for each household membércluding each foster child, unless a
6. A reportable communicabléisease under ch. DHS 145higherminimum is deemed necessary by the licensing agency to
AppendixA. accommodatavheelchairs or other special equipment used by a

Note: Information regarding reportable communicable diseases cabtbieed fosterchild.

from local blic health departments.
rom local county public health departments . ) Doorways and passageways to the common rooms of the
(c) The foster parent has reasonable cause to believe any off(glg erhome, acomplete bathroom, and the childsedroom shall

following: . meet standards relating to accessibility in ch. SPS 362 if either
1. Afoster child has been abused or neglected. the following apply:

2. Afoster child has been threatened with almigeglect and
it is likely that the foster child will be abused or neglected.

(d) An e_rr_or in administering medicgtion to a foster child. 4 e safely carried.
(€) A suicide attempt by a foster child. (3) BATH AND TOILETFACILITIES. (a) An applicant for an initial

() Theunauthorized absence of a foster child from the honfigenseto operate a foster home or any licensee who changes the
for more than 8 hours or for longer than is reasonable given {Beation of the foster home on or after September 1, 1990, shall

1. The child uses a wheelchair
2. The child hasignificant mobility limitations and is too big

child's age, maturityand mental and emotional capacity provide at least one complete bathroom for every 8 household
(g) Anincident requiring contact with law enforcement at thmemberdncluding foster children. Bath and toilet facilities that
fosterhome or that involves a foster child. areaccessible only through a sleeping room ip@ygounted only
(h) A condition or situation that requires the removal of a chif@r the occupants of that room.
from a foster home. (b) The door of each bathroom shall have a lock that may be
() The use of a physical restraie required under s. DCFopened from the outside in an egemcy.
56.09(1g) (e). (c) Bathrooms shall be located within the foster home.
()) Any other serious incident related to a foster child. (d) At least one bathroom shall be constructed in conformity
(2) A foster parent shall immediately notify the licensingvith ch. SPS 362 if a foster child has physical disabilities that
agencyof any of the following: requirespecial equipment or clear floor space.

(a) Any physical damage to the foster home or premises that(4) SLEEPING ARRANGEMENTS. (a) 1. Each foster child shall
would afect compliance with this chapténcluding the follow be provided with a separate bed, exc2pelated children of the
ing: samesex over the age of one and under 12 yesag®inay share

1. Structural damage that mafiect the safe shelter of a child. @ double or Iag.er bed. o
2. Failure in the heating, cooling, electrical, plumbing, or 1m. Each infant child, birth to 12 months of age, shall sleep
smoke detection system that is not repaired or that cannot Bne in a crib, bassinet, or playpen.

repairedwithin 24 hours after the failure becomes known. 2. Each crib shall have crib slats that are securely fastened in
(b) A fire on the premises of the foster home that requires tAiceand arespaced no more than 2 3/8 inches apart. The mattress
servicesof a fire department. shallfit snugly so that there are no more thanifiches between

the edge of the mattressd crib side. Crib sheets shall fit snugly
the mattress. Blankets used to cover the child shall be tucked

mer;tat'lo(\)rlpf thg disaster planhrel?glred lépder S'.DCE 52'08 (10 tightly under the mattress and shall be kept away from the hild’
3) icensing agency shall immediatetptify the depart mguthand nose.

mentexceptions panel of any serious incident in this section tha
is reported by a foster parent of a Level 5 foster home. 3. Each bed shall be lge enough to be comfortable for the

History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 81-02; corrections child, provide adequate body support. and be equippeq with a
in (8) and(13) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2008 Bbeanand comfortable mattress and with a waterpemfering

635; EMR0937: emey. am. (12), df 1-1-10; CR 10-021: anf12) Register Sep i i Ke 1o
tember2010 No. 657, €f10-1-10; EmR1050: engerr. and recr, ef. 1-1-11; CR when necessatyThe foster child shall be provnded blan L

10-148r. and recrRegister August 2a1No. 668, df 9-1-11. areadequate for the season.
4. There shall be a minimum &ffeet horizontally between
DCF 56.07 Physical environment. (1) GENERAL bedsexcept that between bunk beds there shall be a minimum of
REQUIREMENTS. (a) A foster home shall be so constructed feet.
arrangedand maintained that is safe for all occupants, and the 5. For the top bed of a bunk bed, there shall be a minimum of
healthof all occupants is safeguarded. The home shall be |ar3 feet between the top of the mattress and the ceiling or any light

enoughand its living areas lge enough for the number and agegy other fixture protruding from the ceiling above the bed.
of the foster children and other household members. hthee 6. A foster child under 4 years of age or who has a disability

shall have furnishings and equipment necessary to adequatgly, o

accommodatehe foster children and other persons living in th@gtIIrnItS mobility may not sleep on the _to_p bed OT a bunk be_d‘

home. The property on which the foster home is situated, iaclud /- A top bunk shall have a safety rail if occupied by a child

ing all other buildings and structures on that propeshallbe under8 years of age.

maintainedn a state of good repair and in a sanitary condition so 8. Triple-decked beds may not be used.

thatit is safe for the occupants and their health is Safeguarded. (b) No foster childbne year of age or older may regu|ar|y share
(b) The licensing agency shall request firealth,sanitation a bedroom withan adult unless a physician determines that it is

or safety oficials to inspect the foster hometbe entire premises medicallynecessary and the licensing agency approves.

(c) The displacement of a child or adverdeas$ due to imple
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(c) No foster child 6 years of age or older may regularly shgpiancewith this paragraph to the licensing agenkiyrequired by
a bedroom with another child of the opposite sex. the licensing agencya fireplace shall also be inspected Hirea

(d) Each bedroom occupied by a foster child shall have a miffety expert.
mum floor space of 40 square feet per child, unless the licensing 2. In the event that a fire safety expert will not inspect or will
agencydetermines a higher minimum is necessary to accemmmt document an inspection of wood—burning equipmém,
datewheelchairsr other special equipment used by a foster childpplicantor licensee shall permite licensing agency to conduct

(e) No foster child may regularly sleep in any building, aparfih inspection of the equipment or shall provide the licensing
mentor other structure on the premises which is separate from ggencywith a statement from the homeowiseor rente'ss insur
fosterhome, nomay any foster child regularly sleep in an unfin@nceprovider confirming the provides knowledge of the wood-
ishedattic, an unfinished basement, a hallway or in any room néurningequipment in the home.
mally used for purposes other than sleeping. No household mem(e) No heating equipment may be located so that it blocks or
ber may regularly sleep in any of these places in order khinders an exit from the foster home.
accommodatéhe presence of the foster child. (7) Storact. The licensee shall provide enough drawer and

(f) No foster child under the age of 7 years or a child with linglosetspace to reasonably accommodate éaster childs cloth
ited mobility or functioning may regularly sleep in a finishedng and other personal belongings.
basemenbedroom or in a bedroom above the second floor of a (8) OUTDOOR RECREATION AND PLAY SPACE. (@) Each foster
singlefamily dwelling. home shall have available outdoor recreation and pEpgce

(9) No foster child 7 years of age or older may regularly slegjtheron the premises or nearby
in a finished basement bedroom or in a bedroom above the seconfb) A licensing agency may require a licensee to erect a fence
floor of asingle family dwelling unless all of the following condi aroundan on—premiseglay area when nearby vehicle fiafrail-
tionsare met: roadtracks, a swimming poo4 lake, a pond or river or a similar

1. There are 2 exits to grade from that floor level. Exits frofi@zardpresents a threat to the safety of foster children.
abasement shall comply with s. SPS 321.03 (5) (b) and (6). (c) Any outdoor porch on a first floor thast more than 4 feet

2. Provision has been made for adequate heating, coolidgovegrade or on or above the second floor of a foster home shalll
ventilation,and humidity control. havea railingsuitably designed to safeguard foster children who

3. Access to and exit from these locations are appropridR&y be on the porch.
giventhe childs ambulatory level and use of mechanical devices, (9) MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR. The foster home, all other
suchas wheelchairs and walkers. buildingsand structures on the premises and all equipment and

(h) A responsible care provider shall sleep within call of fostdjnishingsshall be maintained in a safe and proper state of repair
childrenduring the night. An exception mag granted only if the Droken,rundown, defective, inoperative or unsafe building parts,
child is at least 16 years of age and the supervising agency giggglshlngsand equipment shall be promptly repaired, replaced or
its approval. IScarded.

() Each bedroom occupied by a foster child shall have a dc%orqo). SANITATION. (@) The outside recreation and play space,
for privacy a window that allows natural light to entend ade 'drnishings,and equipment for a foster home shall be maintained
quate ventilation. in a clean and sanitary condition.

: : (b) Windows that are used for ventilation shall be screened.
(i) A sleeping room thatomeone must pass through to get to History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 81-02; correction

anotherpart of the building may not be used for a foster child. i, (4) (g made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register December 2003 No. 576;

; i icBMR0937:emeg. revisions as in CR 10-021f.ef-1-10; CR 10-021: am. (4) (a)
(k) A foster child may not regularly sleep in a room to whicRmROSTEmER, TEsans a8 o 10 o8 amber 2010 No. 6Hh ot

accesscan be gained only through another occupied sleepifg) i-10£mRr1050: emer cf (1m), (2) (b), (3) (d), renum. (2) to be () and am.,
room. r. ang)recr(4) (g(),Z)amb (4()2§d(),)(i), (&O) (a),fe(ljl—l—](lé;1 )C(R)lo—14(i:) (Eg)lne)) ((21)(()t)3)( )
. , renum. (2)o be a) and am.,and recr , am. , (1), a
(L) No more than 4 children may regularly occupy one be ééisterAugust 201 No. 668, df 9—1—11;oorrectionsi?1 (am), (2) (b) intro.), (3)
room. (d), (4) () 1. made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register February 2012 No.
(5) TeELEPHONE. () A foster home shdiave at least one oper 674.

ating telephone accessible &child at all times when a child is  pcg 56.08 Safety. (1) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. (a)

presentn the home. Materialsand equipment that may be hazardous to children, such
(b) Emegency telephone numbers, including fire departmerispower tools, flammable or combustible materials, insecticides,

police, hospital, physician, poison control center and ambulangssisons,plastic bags, detgents, alcohol, tobacco products and

shallbe posted by each telephone in a foster home. medicationsshall be storeth areas not readily accessible to-fos
(c) A licensee shall notify the licensing and supervising ageter children.

ciesnolater than the end of the next working day from the date that(b) The licensee shall make every reasonalbteted identify

afoster home telephone number is changed. andimmediately correct any hazard to the safety of foster children
(6) HeaTING. (a) A foster home shall have a heating systemwhile the children arén the foster home, on the premises or being

thatis capableof maintaining a comfortable temperature of notansported.

lessthan 68 F, or 20 C., in living areas. (2) ELecTrICITY. () Electrical systems and appliances shall
(b) No foster home may be maintainecay time at a temper bein good repair andhaintained in a manner designed to protect

atureof less than 68F, or 20 C., during waking hours or 3&, thesafety of foster children.

or 1# C., during sleeping hours unless written approval has been(b) A licensee caring for a fostehild who is under 7 years of

obtainedfrom the licensing agency ageshallmaintain protective covers on all electrical outlets not in
(c) Unvented gas, oil or kerosene space heaters mayenotuse.
usedin a foster home. (3) HouseHoLDPETS. (a) Catsdogs and other pets vulnerable

(d) 1. All wood-burning or other alternative heating sourc® rabies which are ownegy any member of the household shall
equipmentin a foster home, except a fireplace, shalnspected Pevaccinated as requirethder local ordinance and documenta
by a fire safety expert at least biennially and certifiegraperly ~tion of the vaccinations shall be provided to the licensing agency
installedand maintained as defined by the manufactsirecom (b) Household pets known to be vicious or infected \aitly
mendation®r specifications or other standards utilized byfilee diseasetransmittable to humansay not be kept in the foster
safetyexpert. The licensee shall forward documentation of cothomeor elsewhere on the premises.
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(4) TrRANSPORTATION. (@) Any licenseer other person acting 3. The foster child shall be under the general and appropriate
on behalf of the licensee who transports foster childrerafiyr  supervisionof a responsible adult when operating a hazardous
purposeshall possess a valid driverlicense. The licensing machineryor piece of equipment.

agencymay establish additional requirements in this arearity 4. a. The foster child shall be trained by the supervising adult

tenpolicy. onthe safe and proper use and operation of any hazardous fmachin
(b) No licensee or person acting on behalf of a licensee mefy or equipment before actually operating the hazardous machin

transportany foster child under the age of 8 yearkess than 80 ery or equipment.

pounds in weighin any private motor vehicle unless the follow  b. The agencynay require attendance at specific training that

ing conditions are met, as required in s. 347.48 (4), Stats.: s applicable to an applicasthome environment, such fzsm

1. Each child who is less than one year old or who weighs I&&fetyand logging safety
than20 pounds being transported in a vehgfeall be properly 5. The foster child shall wear clothing and safety gear appro
seatedand restraineth a rear—facing individual child car safetypriateto the operation of particular hazardoaachinery or equip
seatin the back seat of the vehicle. ment.

2. Each child who is at least one year old but less than 4 yearg7) FIRE PROTECTION. (&) Smoke detectorsA foster home
old or who weighs at least 20 pounds but less than 40 pstiatls shall have one or more single-station battery—operated, electri
be properlyrestrained in a forward—facing individual child carcally interconnected or radio signal-emitting smoke deteetors
safetyseat in the back seat of the vehicle. each of the following locations in the home:

3. Each child who is at least 4 years old but less than 8 years 1. At the head of every open stairway
old, who weighs at least 40 pounds but not more than 80 pounds, 2. On each floor of the home.
orwho is 4 feet 9 inches tall or less, shall be properly restrained 3. |n each sleeping room

in a shoulder—positioning child booster seat. Note: These smoke detector locatidreve been determined by a combination of

i i i i i divi ilstandarddound in ch. 2-2.1.1.1 of National Fire Protection Association &yFP
(c) Each child who is not required to be in an individual chilt 2 o> " is"ea% 3705 ) Stats.. and s. SPS 321,09, The smoke dattector

car safety seat or booster seat when being transported Shalf Bead of an open stairway may also serve as the smoke detector for that floor of
properlyrestrained by a seat belt, except as provided in s. 347td8ome.
(2m), Stats., and ch.rans 315. (b) Smoke detector maintenancEhe licensee shall check the
(5) FIREARMS AND OTHER WEAPONS. (a) Except as allowed operatingcondition of eactsmoke detector at least once a month
underpatr (d), no loaded firearm may be kept in a foster home?ndsah?”gmmemate'ty rep?zlr or re_plalce ap){'umtboztma unit o
) ound to be inoperative. For a single-station battery—operate
K egtj)i n I\;ofggtlgfc:%%fgeuaglrgsgr ;gzjd:r?g%%ﬁm&%?gg tn:ciy smokedetectoy the battery shall be replaced at least ozmeh

readily accessible to foster children. Ammunition materéald year.

firearmsshall be stored itocked areas that are not readily aceessj (C) Fire extinguisherA fire extinguisher with a UL rating for
ble to foster children. A, B and C burning materials shall be available in or near the

Note: A firearm need not be locked in an area not readily accessible todiater kitchen of a_foster_ hor_ne. T_he fO_Ster parer_lt shall know hOV\_’ to
drenif the firearm has been disassembled in such a manner that it is not opersBReratethe fire extinguisherLicensing agencies may also require
Trigger locks alone do not meet the above requirement but may be a supplemegtfire extinguisher near the sleeping areas of the home.
safetymeasure in addition to the firearm being stored and locked in an area not readily, he i hall
accessibléo foster children. Aveapon cabinet with a glass front is not considered (8) FIRE SAFETY EVACUATION PLAN. (a) The licensee sha
securegven if it can be locked. developa written plan for thémmediate and safe evacuation of

(c) A foster child may be permitted to use firearms or bows fmefos_ter home in the event of a fire. The plan shall include the
huntingor taget practice only if all of the following conditioase ~ following:
met: 1. The means to be used famegency exiting from all floor
1. The child is at least 12 years of age. levelsof the foster home.

2. The childs parent or guardian has given written consent 2. The place away from the foster home at whickadicuated

andthe childs foster parent and the supervising agemgyrove. membersof the household will meet so that it can be determined

3. The child has successfully completed an approved hunge?” persons are out of danger

educationand firearm safety program under s. 29.304, Stats. . 3: The means by which foster children who are not ambula

4. The child is under the supervision of a responsible adulttg{y will be asglsted n evacuatllng the hpme. .
all times. (b) 1. The licensee shall review the fire safety evacuation plan

with all household members at least once ev&months and

_(d) Ifthe foster parentis a sworn law enforcemefit@f who jmediately following placement of a new foster child in the
is required to maintain a loaded weaprell times, the loaded l!ﬁensee’shome.
e

weaponshall be stored and locked in an area not readily accessi 2. The fire safety evacuation plan shall be posted in the home

to foster children. andits location made known to all household members.

(6) HAZARDOUS MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT. (a) No foster ( : .
. . . c) At least once every gears the licensing agency shall
child under 14 years of ageay unless otherwise permitted byreviewthe fire safety evacuation plan with the licensee and the

statute operate ar.1y hazardous machinery or equipment. licenseeshall revise the plan if the licensing agency determines it
(b) A foster child 14 yearsf age or older may operate hazardis necessary

ousmachinery or equipment only if a written agreement has been(g) FIRE SAFETY INSPECTION. If required by the licensing

L | ! . rligency,a foster parent shakrange for a fire safety inspection by

andthe supervising agenoyith a copy provided to all parties t0fire safety experts at any time there is cause for concern for the

the agreement. safetyof household residents because of conditions in the foster
(c) 1. No foster child may operate any machinemaripment homeor elsewhere on the premises.

thatis beyond his or her knowledge or mental or physical capabil (9m) Carson MoNOXIDE DETECTOR. (@) Efective February

ity. 1,201, a foster home in a one- or two-unit building shall have
2. All hazardous machinery and equipment to be usea by functional carbon monoxide detector installed in the basement

fosterchild shall be maintained in safe and proper condition. andon each floor level, excefite attic, garage, or storage area of
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eachunit, in accordance with the requirements of s. 101.64%,1-11;CR 10-148: am. (8) (a) 2., ¢8) (a) 3., rand recr(11) Register August 201
Stats. NO. 668, ef. 9-1-11.

Note: A one-unit building is a single family residence. A two-unit building is .
duplexor two—flat. DCF 56.09 Care of foster children. (1) PRINCIPLESFOR

(b) A foster home in a building with at least 3 units shall hawURTURING CARE. The foster parent shall provide nurturing care
one or more functional carbon monoxide detectors installed t@ each child placed in a foster home. Nurturing care is care that
accordancavith the requirements of s. 101.149, Stats. doesall of the following:

(10) RepPoRTINGFIRES. The licenseehall report by no later  (a) Ensureghat the child is provided a humane physical and
thanthe end othe next working day to the licensing agency angsychologicalenvironment.
fire in the foster home or elsewheme the premises that requires  (am) Socializes thehild into family living and teaches social
the assistance of the fire department. and community living skills, including accepting tasks and
(10m) DisasTERPLAN. Each licensed foster horskall file a  responsibilities.
disasterplan with the licensing agency that would allow the (b) Is respectful of the child as a person.
licensingagency to identifylocate,and ensure continuity of ser  ymy |ncreases the chilslopportunities to develop decision—
vicesto children under the placement and care responsibility Rfaking skills and to make informed choices.

supervisionof an agency who are displacedadversely & cted Gives thechild ¢ dth . ¢ |
by a disaster Disaster plans shall include all of the following, (¢ Gives thechild room to grow and the maximum of persona
information: andphysical freedom appropriate to the childge and maturity

(a) Where a familyprovider or childwould go in an evacua écm)_ '.'?Cfegses thﬁ. chllsli(’!lr;derpl)endednce '3 perfcérmlmgsks
tion, including one location in the nearbyea and one location out@ndactivities by teaching skills that reduce dependence on care

of the area. tak(e;r)s.D td foster child t fidential famil
b) Phone numbers, electronic mail addresses, and other con(@ D0es not deng foster child access to confidential family
tac(t ir)lformation for the foster parent. planningand reproductive health services.

(c) Contact information for a relative or friend out of the aregsédmr)oEggﬁeates the child regarding human sexual development,
who will know where the family is located. ppropriate. o . .

(d) A list of items that the licensee will take if evacuated h'gg’) Does notldlscir_lgnnaft_e against the child be?au_sthe)f_
including any medication and medical equipment for the chilg child’s race or cultural identification, sex, age, sexual orientation,

. . L color, creed, ancestryational origin or disabilit
(e) A phone numbethe licensee will call to check in with the oy g . Y s
licensingagency or caseworker (em) Promotes cultural understanding asehsitivity in the

child and respects the cultural traditions of the chifdmily.
(11) SAFETY OF INFANTS AND CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES. (a)

) : ) - e f) Lets the child participate in community activities of the
A licensing agency maynpose additional safety conditions upon ( \ > . U
alicenseegif tge Iic)clansee F():ares fartdld under o?nle year of ageloorc.hIId s choice, including sports and activities of scheommu
a child with mental or physical disabilities when the age, impair ty. social and religious groups, with this participatiestricted

; o h . h only by reasonable curfew hours, cost considerations, a court
judgment,or mobility of the child createsdditional safety risks. order or for a reason agreed upon by the foster parent and the

(b) A licensing agency may require modifications to a fos@gensingand supervising agencies.

home or other accommodations necessary to meet specifi . . . o
requirementddentified by the child teamor treatment team. cor(rzm)urllril%a(?;a?t?oﬁg"ds opportunities to interact with diverse
Thesemodifications may include any of the following: :
1. Supplemental elictrical servi);:e to the homeg ~ (g9) Gives the child reasonable opportunity to voluntarily par
' . ) . t ticipateor not participate in religious practices, activities, ane ser
2. Electrical back-up systems that will provide a reliable levglcesof the childs choice or the choice of the chilgparents. Any

of power in the event of an electrical system failure. discrepancybetween the child’ choice and the choice of the
3. Adequate mechanisms for the safe and legal storage ahild’s parents shall be resolved by the chsildaseworker
disposalof medical supplies. (gm) Teaches the child life skills in situations where the skills
4. Minimumand maximum standards for heating and coolingre used.
temperaturesvithin the homg. . (h) Allows a foster parent to conducsearch without the foster
5. Structural or cosmetic changes to allow the child accesisild’s consent if the foster parent believes a search is necessary
into and throughout the home. to prevent harm to the foster child or another person or because the

6. Mechanisms for ensuring that heater temperatures from fosterchild is violating a law The foster parent shall share the
bathtub,sink, showerand other bathroom fixtures do not exceetformationabout the search with tloild’s supervising agency

amaximum safe temperature dfQLdegrees Fahrenheit. caseworker.
7. Mechanisms for measuring and achieving established air(hm) Provides daily schedules, routines, environments, and
purity standards in the home. interactionssimilar to those of other children of the same age and

accordance with the chikl'case plan, permanency plan, or
atmentplan.

(i) Lets a child keep and wear his or her own clothing as appro
riateto the season or setting unless the clothing is too small for
he child, is prohibited by the chils’case manager is otherwise
nsuitablefor wear

8. Other modifications to accommodate needs identified Et&
the child’s team or treatment team. €

(c) Any additional conditions imposed under.p@) or (b)
shall bein writing and reviewed jointly by the licensing agenc
andlicensee before takingfett.

(d) The licensing agency and licensee shall review the conH

. . A INote: An example of clothing unsuitable for wear is clothing infested with lice.
tions under par(a) or (b) for possible revision at least annually () Permits a child to receive mail, to make and to receive a rea
Note: A licensing agency may use an exceptiqguatment under s. DCF 56.23 !

(3) to pay for anynecessary adjustments to the foster home to meet the special ne¥gpable number délephoneealls and to visit with familyfriends

of a foster child. andothers unless a visit is contraindicabscthe child$ case plan,
(12) Srairways. Each stairway shall have a handrail. by a court order or by another controlling document.
History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8f-1-02; EmR0937: (k) Does not inflict or tolerate infliction gfhysical or verbal

emerg.r. and recr(4) (b) and (c), am. (5) (b), .cf10m), ef. 1-1-10; CR 10-021:r ; ; ; ot
andregcr @) (b) an(d %é),)am. (é))(b)“ c(e(m)) (agd‘?}()m)) Register September 2010 nodbuse, physical punishment, ill treatment or hardfuariliating

657,eff. 10-1-10; EmR1050: emgram. (8) (a) 25r. (8) (a) 3., rand recr(11), ef.  disciplineof the child.
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(L) Does not require a child to perform labor that financiallgituationthat led to the use of restraint, the nature oféiséraint
benefitsthe foster parent without the chadagreement, approval thatwas used, any follow-up actions that were taken, any injuries
of the childs parent or guardian and approval of shipervising thatmay have resulted from use of the restraint, andhdditional
agency. informationrequired by the licensing agency

(m) Allows the child access to clothing and written and (1m) NUMBER OF CHILDREN FOR WHOM CARE MAY BE PRO-
recordedmaterials and other itenappropriate to the chils’age vibep. (a) In general. Care and maintenance may be provided
andcomprehension. None of these materials may be permanefdlyno more than 4 children in a foster home.

W|thhe|dfr0m the Ch||dVV|th0Ut the Specific consent Of the Chﬂd' (b) S|b||ng ConnectionsNotwithstanding pa(a), for the pu,r

caseworker.Any withheld material shall be given to the c8ld’ noseof maintaining sibling connections, a licensing agency may
CaseWOrker WhO Sha” determ|ne Whethel’ the materlal Shouldd}antan exception tallow 7 or fewer foster children in a foster
returnedto thechild or given to the chilé’parent or guardian. A home. A licensing agency shall apply to the departnextep
foster child’s personal belongings may not be damaged tionspanel to place 8 or more children in a foster home if neces
destroyed. saryto keep siblings togethefThe licensing agency shall follow

Note: The primary intent of pa{m) is to allow a foster child to have clothes,the requirements established undeDE&F 56.02 (2) when grant
books,recorded music and similar items which the child enjdfs foster parent . . . o .
does not wish to have certain types of such materials in his or her home, the fdét6k OF requesting an exception under this subsection and shall

parentshould communicate that in writing to the licensing agency modify the licenseo reflect a reduction in the number of foster
(n) Does not permit a child to be mechanically restramred childrenin the home if any of the children leave.

lockedor confined in angnclosure, room, closet or other part of (c) Parental connection Notwithstanding pafa), for the pur

the house or premises for any reason, except as provided ungtsgeof maintaining a parental connection for a minor parent and

sub.(5) (i). minor child who are placed togetherlicensing agency may grant
(0) Responds appropriately to disruptive behavior anexception to allow 7 or fewer foster children in a foster home.
(1g) PHYSICAL RESTRAINT. (@) A foster parent may not use any® licensing agency shall appty the department exceptions panel

type of physical restraint on a foster child unless the fastéd’s (0 place 8 or morehildren in a foster home if necessary to keep

behaviorpresents an imminent danger of harm to self or othedninor parent and minor child togethefhe licensing agency

andphysical restraint is necessary to contain the risk andtkeep Shallfollow the requirements established undéd&F 56.02 (2)

fosterchild and others safe. whengranting or requesting an exception under this section and
(b) A foster parent shall attempt other feasible aIternatives?eBa”mOdlfy the license to reflect a reduction in the number of fos

- P : ; -~ter children in the home if any of the children leave.
de—escalate child and situation before using phySICal restrain Note: In order to exceed the limit of 4 children in a foster home, any additional

(c) A foster parent may naftse physical restraint as disciplin child must be related to one of the initial 4 children placed in the home.
ary action, for the convenience of the foster parent, or for thera (d) Number of childen in a foster home with Level 3 to 5 certi
peuticpurposes. fication. Notwithstanding par(a), a licensing agency may limit
(d) If physical restraint is necessary under (@ a foster par the number of children fowhom a foster home with a Level 3 to
entmay only use the physical restraint in the following manneb certification may provide care and maintenandewer than 4.
1. With the least amount of force necessary and in the least(e) More than 2 childen in a foster home with a Level 3 to 5
restrictivemanner to manage the imminent danger of harm to se#trtification If a licensingagency plans to place or places more

or others. t_han2 fost_er chi!dren in a foster home _vvith a Level 3t05 cerifica
2. That lasts only fothe duration of time that there is an immi tion, the licensing agency shall notify any placing agency or
nentdanger of harm to self or others. supervisingagency with a child already placed in the home. The

3. That does not include any of the following: noticeshall be in writing and sent to the placing agency or super
) . vising agency prior to placement of the third or fourth child, if pos
a. Any maneuver or technique that does not give adequaigje " If written notice prior to the additional placement is not pos
attentionand care to protection of the chddiead. sible, the licensing agency shall verbally notify any placing
b. Any maneuver that places pressure or weight on theshildgencyor supervising agency prior to the placement and subse
chestlungs, sternum, diaphragimack, or abdomen causing chesguently provide written notice.

compression. . (f) Total number of individualseceiving cae. The number of

c. Any maneuver that places pressure, weight, or leverageindividuals receiving care in a foster home, including thoen
the neck or throat, on any arteoy on theback of the child head pinedtotal of fosterchildren, minor children of the foster parent,
or neck, or that otherwise obstructsrestricts the circulation of other children, and adults who need care may not exceed the fol
blood or obstructs an airwaguch asstraddling or sitting on the |owing:

child's torso. 1. In a foster home with a Level 1 to 2 certification, 8 persons.
d. Any type of choke hold. 2. In a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification, 6 persons.

__ €. Any technique that uses pain inducement to obtain-com gy chiidren under 2 years of age\ foster parent may not reg
plianceor control, including punchingyitting, hyperextension of |1y hrovide care fomore than 2 children under 2 years of age,
joints, or extended use of pressure points for pain compliancei |, ding the combined total of foster children, minor children of

f. Any technique that involves pushing on or into a child'the foster parent, and any other children.
mouth, nose, oreyes, or covering the chilface or body with (o) g oeryisionoFcHILDREN. (a) The licensee may not com
anything, including softobjects, such as pillows, washclothsyye ihe care of foster children with regular part-time care of other
blankets,and bedding. _ S non-relatecthildren oradults or conduct business or provide ser

4. Notwithstanding subd. 3. f., if a child is biting himself ofjcesin the foster home without the written approval of the licens
herselfor other persons, a foster parent may us@ger in a ing agency The licensing agency shall confer with any other cer
vibrating motion to stimulate the chils'upper lipand cause the tifying or licensing agencies involved with the "additional
child’s mouth to open and may lean lnto_t_he bite with the le tivities before granting approval and mapprove a request
amountof force necessary to open the clslgiw only if the foster parent presents satisfactory evidence that the

(e) A foster parent shateport the use of any physical restrainadditionalactivities will not interfere with the quality or manner
to the licensing agency as soon as possible after the imminent d#rcare provided to foster children. The licensing agency may not
gerhas been resolved but no later than 24 hours after the use ofaloy a foster parent who operates a foster home with a Level 3
physicalrestraint. Information shall include a description of the 5 certification to also operate a licensed family child care center
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117 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FRAMILIES DCF 56.09

underch. DCF 250 or a certified child care hoomaler ch. DCF (e) The foster parent shall ensure that each foster child receives
202in the foster home. 2 dental examinations and cleanings per year through a Health
(b) Both foster parents may not be employed away from tkdieckprogram referral.
homeon a full-time, part-time or seasonal basis without written (f) No foster parent may purchase tobacco products for a child
approvalof the licensing agencyWhen there is only one fosteror employ the child use of tobacco produes part of a treatment
parent,that person mayot be employed away from the homeor behavior modification program.
withoutwritten approval of the licensing agencgpproval by the  (g) 1. A foster parent may not smoke or allow another person
licensingagency for this employment shall depend on the fostgy smoke in a foster home or in a vehicle when a foster child is
parentor parents presenting satisfactory evidence that #rere present.
suitable plans for the care of the children &dresponding in 2. Nothing in this paragraph shall be interpreted to interfere
emergencysituations during the absenogthe foster parent or ity traditional or established spiritual or cultural ceremonies
parentsfrom the home. . , involving the use of tobacco.
(c) A person who provides child care for a foster child forcom (5) DiscipLINE. (a) Disciplinary action by a foster paremt

pensation on a regular basis in a location other than thesdoi! ny other person serving assabstitute caretaker in the absence
ter home shall be certified under ch. DCF 202 or licensed uncgf the foster parent shall be aimed at encouratiiagoster child

ch. DCF 250, 251, or 252. _ to understand what is appropriate social behavior
(d) Alicensee may not leave foster children under 10 yefars (b) The type of discipline imposed shall propriate to the
agewithout supervision by a responsible care provider child’'s age and understanding.

(e) Alicensee shall ensure that fostaildren 10 years of age () Physical punishment of foster children is prohibited.
or older receive responsible supervision appropriate to their age,(d) A licensee may natubject any foster child to verbal abuse,

(rjnattmty an?tat;ﬂltli:es as nglght rfﬁjonably be provided pyua profanity, derogatoryremarks about the child or his or her family
ent parent to that paresibwn chiidren. o . or to threats to expel the child from the home.
_ () Afoster parent shall secure authorization fromstiigervis (e) A licensee may not permit another adult or child, other than
ing agency before taking a foster child out of state for a peried 'QQresponsibIe care provideo discipline a foster child.
gerthan 48 hours. Note: If the licensee leaves the foster child in the cdr@nother person, such as
(g) A foster parent shall secure approval of the supervisingabysitterthat other person iesponsible for providing the discipline in accord
agencybefore making plans for the care of a foster child by arfjcewith this chapter and any licensing agency policies. ,
otherperson in or away from the foster home for any period in (f) No foster child may be punished by being deprived of
excesf 48 hours. Pursuant $pecified information in the place Meals,mail, or family interaction.
mentagreement for a foster child, tisepervising agency may (g) No foster child may bpunished or ridiculed for bed—wet
requirea fosterparent to secure agency authorization for periodigig or other lapses in toilet training.
lessthan 48 hours. (h) No foster child may be mechanicatstrained or locked
(3) HousEHoLDCHORES. (a) A foster parent may require a-fosin any enclosure, room, closet or other part of the house er else
ter child to share in household chores appropriate to the ghilavhereon the premises for any reason.
age,degreeof maturity mental capabilityhealth, and physical (i) No foster child may be punished by being restrit¢tean
ability. These duties shall not interfesith a childs school atten unlockedroom or area athe home except as follows:
dance family visits, sleep, studiesy religious practice and may 1 A foster child under 6 years of age may be restricted to an
not violate the humane and nurturing care described in sub. (}jockedliving area of the home for not longer than 10 minutes
(b) Foster children may not be given responsibility for chorder any episode of misbehaviollhe foster child shall b&ithin
thatmay cause harm to themselves or others. hearingof a responsible caretaker and shall be permitted use of the

(4) HEALTH OF FOSTERCHILDREN. (a) Wthin 30 days after the toilet if necessary
datethat the child is placed in foster care, the foster parent shall 2. A foster child 6 to 10 years of age may be restricted to an
arrangefor medical and dental examinations of the child in accoanlockedliving area of the home for not longer than 30 minutes
dancewith the schedule of the HealthCheck program. An apprfor any episode of misbehaviomhe foster child shall beithin
priatereproductive health needs and confidential family plannirtgearingof a responsible caretaker and shall be permitted use of the
assessmerghall be a part of the medical examination as includedilet if necessary

in the HealthCheck program. 3. A foster child over 10 years of age may be restricted to an
Note: If the foster parent does not receiveaaithorization to provide medical care nlockedliving area of the home for up to 60 minutes for any epi

form signedby a parent or guardian, the foster parent may not be able to obtain H1ed f misbehavi he f hild shall b ithin h .

requiredmedical services for the child. ithout the consent of the parentgrrardian, 500€eo0 mI_S ehaviar The foster child s _a e within ea“_ng .

it becomes the responsibility of thtacing agency to ensure that the HealthChecia responsible caretaker asigallbe permitted use of the toilet if

physicalfor the child is completed. necessary.

(b) All foster children shalreceive medical and dental care () CLotHing. (a) The licensee shall ensure that funds allo
under the HealthCheck programless they have private insur catedfor the purchase of clothing for foster childrere used in
ancethat covers services required in this chapténe Health  g,cha manner that children in the licensegare are comfortably
Checkprogram shall supplement any required services not Coyhq appropriately dressed within the limits of the funds. Foster

ered by private insurance. A foster chiédcase record shall chjlgren'sclothing shall be maintained in a state of good repair
contain medical records utilizing the HealthCheck programgndcleanliness.

forms. . . (b) Clothing purchased for a foster child or otherwise provided

(c) The foster parent shall notify the supervising agency g3 foster child with the understanding that the clothing belongs
soon as possible if a foster child has any seriltnesss or any g the foster child shall be the property of the child and shall be
injury that requires medical treatment. givento the child to take when he or she leaves the fhster.

(d) The foster parent shall ensuhat each foster child who (7)) PersonaLBELONGINGS. When a foster child leaves a foster
needsmedical attentiomeceives appropriate and adequate mediome he or she may take all special equipment or other personal
cal services promptly belongingsthat the child had when placed in the foster home, that

(dm) The foster parent shall ensure that each foster child wiveregiven to the child to keep, that the child received as gifts, or
needs mental health services receives appropriate servidbst were purchased on behalf tfe child with public funds,
promptly. unlessthe items are permanentlyfizéd to the foster home.
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DCF 56.09 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 118

(8) SeenbpINGMONEY. The foster parent shall give each foster (c) At the request of the licensing or supervising agethey
child spending money each week. The amount of spendifggter parent shall make the foster chid’ecord available for
moneygiven to a foster child shall lappropriate to the chilslage inspectionby that agency A foster childs record may also be
andmaturity and in accordance with the crgldase plan estab examinedby authorized representatives of the department.
lishedby the supervising agency (12) CoNFIDENTIALITY. The foster parent and other persons in

(9) NutriTioN. (a) The foster parent shall ensure that eathe household having accesconfidential information about the
fosterchild receives at least 3 mealslay Meals a child receives foster child and his or her family may not discuss or otherwise dis
aspart of a meals program at school may be counted. A schoolesethat information to any other person while the child is in the
agefoster child who does not participate is@hool lunch pro fosterhome or after the chileaves the foster home, except as fol
gramshallbe provided a sack lunch or be provided lunch at thews:

fosterhome orshall otherwise have lunch arranged for by or with (a) To the licensing agency or agency placing the child in the
the approval of the foster parent. careof the licensee.

~ (b) The foster parent shall ensure that each fostié is pro (b) To another foster parent or respite care provider as-autho
videda quantity and variety of foods fiafent to meet the child’ rized by the agencysuch as when another foster parent is being
nutritional needs and to maintain his or her health and growthconsideredas a placement for the child or the person is providing
(c) No foster child may be forced to eat against his or hegspitefor the child.
wishesexcept by order of and under the supervision of a physi (¢) By order of a court.

clan. (d) As otherwise provided by law
(10) EDUCATION OF FOSTERCHILDREN. (@) The foster parent  Note: Disclosure of confidential information is goverriggiss. 48.78 and 48.981
shall make every reasonablda@t to ensure that fostehildren (7). Stats., and other state and federal laws and regulations.

P i ; istory: CR 00—020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8f-1-02; corrections
of school age in their care attend school unless otherwise excqﬁ%f(c) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2008 No. 635;

by school oficials. EmR0937:emeg. revisions as ianR 1of—021f.er—1-1do; CR 10-021: zm. (1) (d),
,(m), (2) (a), (9), (3) (), (4) (b), (5) (),XL(a) 4. and 8., ct1m), 7
 (5) The foster parenhall make every reasonablioato par (8,1 €9, 01 G} (8 0 €) 0 e} encs, el rancaln
ticipate,as appropriate, in school activities involving foster-chilipm), (cm), (dm), (em), (fm), (gm), (hm), (0), (1g), (Im) (d) to (g), (4) (dm), (g), (10)
crenin heir care 0,70 0 (O ) 0, €L O G e @ 0,00 0,0t
(c) The foster parent may not provide a home-basiete  (1m) (a) (itle), (b (itle). (c) 1), (d) o (Q). (4 (cmy. @), (10) (@), am. (1) (1}, (1)
educationaprogram to foster children in their care. This does n@). (c), (2) (), (4)e), r and recr(2) (c), r (2) (h), (i) Register August 20No. 668,

applyto homebound study under 48115 (1), Stats., or as defined® -1~

in the childs indiyidualized educgtion program. _ DCF 56.10 Hearing. (1) ApPEAL. An applicant fora
(d) Foster children shall be given the opportunity to develgpenseto operate a foster home who is denied a license or a
appropriateriendships with schoolmates and to visit their friendgicensee whose license is revoked or whose application for
(e) The foster parent shall provide suitable reading materi@newalof the license isienied may appeal the decision by asking
andfacilities for undisturbed reading and study for all foster-chifor a hearing in accordance with ch. 227, Stats.

drenin their home who wish to read or who have homeworkNote: The appeal rights described in this section relate only to licensure decisions.
assignments. Fosterparents also have appeal rightsrfon-licensure decisions as provided under

Ci' 48.64 (4), Stats., and ch. HA 3 rules. Any decision made by a circuit court regarding
(f) The foster parent shall asdis¢ agency and any contracte placement or a placed child is not appealable by the foster parent under this section.

agencywith the transfer of independeliting skills to and the  (2) RequUESTFORA HEARING. A request for a hearing shall be
preparatiorfor independent living o foster child whose perma in writing and shall be addressed to the department of administra
nencyplan indicates the need for these skills and preparation tion’s division of hearings and appeals. The date of the request for
(g) The foster parent shall assist a foster dhildlanning for ahearing shall be the date on which the request is received by that
achievemenof the childs educational or vocational goals. office. Any request for a hearing shall be received no more than
(11) Case RecorDps. (a) The foster parent shall maintain 15 days after the date of the notice of the agency decision tp deny
recordon each foster child. The record shall contain informatid§voke,or not renew the license.

i i i i Note: The request for a hearing should be sent to the Division of Hearings and
regardmgthe child for the entire duration of the placement anEppeaIs,RO. Box 7875, Madison, tonsin 53707 or delivered the Division at

shallcontain at least the following information: 5005University Aenue, Suite 201, Madison, W1 53705-5400.

1. The childs name, nickname and any alias by which the (3) ARRANGEMENTSFORA HEARING. In responseo a request
child is known. for a hearing under this section, the division of hearings and
2. The child$ birthdate. appealsshall appoint a hearing examingset a date for the hearing

3. Thenames, addresses and telephone numbers of persyjp@notify the parties in writing at least 10 days before the hearing
to be notified in an emgency involving the foster child. gf tfh?l dat%, time and place of the hearing and of the procedures to
efollowed.

4. The date the child was placed in the foster home. History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554f. &-1-02; CR
5. The name, address and telephone numbifiegberson or 10-021:am. (2) Register September 2010 No. 657, 16k-1-10.
agencyplacing the child. ) )
6. The name of the physician to be called in an gemay. DCF 56.12 Foster parent handbook. A licensing
7. Medical informationabout the child, including known agencyshall provide each licensed or prospective foster parent

allergiesand the dates of medical examinations, immunizatior‘i\%Ith a copy of the agencyToster parent handbook prior to or at

; : : : : . thte time of the issuance of the license to operate a foster home.
'flcl)r;fgrsﬁc?nng accidents since the time the child was placéikin The foster parenhandbook shall include information on the-fol

Note: This information must be included on the form required by ch. DCF 37.|0W|ng tOpICS: . . . )
8. The namend address of the chitddentist and dates the (1) General information, including:

child received dental care sintiee child was placed in the foster () Overview of the child welfare system.

home. (b) Description of the purpose of foster care.
9. If the child attendschool while in the foster home, the (c) Overview of the juvenile court system.
nameof the school and the grades the child received. (d) Description of the concept of apdocedures for perma

(b) The foster parent shall give the foster cBildcord to the nencyplanning, permaneng®al options, and concurrent perma
child’s supervising agency when the child leaves the foster homencyplanning.
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118-1 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND RAMILIES DCF 56.13
(e) Requirements for foster parents to report child abuse oNote: A foster parent with a child—specific license often does not actually receive
neglectunder s. DCF 56.06 (1) (C) this training before placement of tlekild but it is still referred to as “pre—placement

X . training.”
(f) A brochure that explains the fosarent insurance pro  (4) |gveL 2BAsic FOSTERHOME. (a) Training. 1. a. Each fes
gramand information regarding how to file a claim under that prgg, parent whaoperates a Level 2 foster home shall complete a

gram. minimum of 6 hours of pre—placement traininmder s. DCF
(g) Abrochurethat explains the foster care reimbursement arg$.14(6) before or afteinitial licensure but prior to the placement
ratestructure, including the clothing allowance. of any child in the home.
(2) Agency—-specific information, including: b. Notwithstanding subd. 1. a., each fogparent with a
(a) Agency expectationsf foster parents in working with chil child—specificlicense whooperates a Level 2 foster home shall
dren’sfamilies and supporting family interaction plans. completethe pre—placement training under s. DCF 56.14 (6)
(b) Expectations for foster parensworking with the licens ~beforeor after the placement of a child but no later than 6 months
ing and p|acing agencies_ aﬂerthe fdate Of |r]|t|a|!I ||Cﬁ?sure.f | i
- T . Note: A r parent wi ild- ific licen n n receivi
(c) Confidentiality requirements. thist?:ning%séfeorgi)gctemten?c; ttgailflpggt if iscseiillsree?eﬂr?ed(ige;s “?)trgfz)lfgcgmzcrﬁ ¢
(d) Description of agency policies and procedunesases of training.”
allegationsof child maltreatment against foster parents. 2. Each foster parent who operates a L2wester home shall
(e) Procedures in the event of egencies décting the foster completea minimum of 30 hours of initial licensing training under
parentor any foster child. s.DCF 56.14 (7) du“ng the |n|t|a| ||Cens|ng pel‘IOd.

(f) Procedures for filing grievances and appeals and the pro 3. Each foster parent who operates a Level 2 foster home shall
cesses used by the agency in responttiragich grievances and completel0 hours of ongoing training under s. DCF 56.14 (8) in

appeals. each12-month period of licensure subsequerthéinitial licens
(g) Procedures for reimbursement for such expenditures 3§ Period. _ o
travel costs, clothing for foster children, and school fees. (b) References.An applicant for certification to operate a

Level 2 foster home shall submitlagst 3 favorable reference-let
ters written by persons unrelated to the applicanteférencdet-
ter shall include a statement indicating how long the person giving

(3) Information about caring for children, including:
(a) Attachment.

(b) Child development. thereference has known the applicamider what circumstances

(c) Grief and loss. he or she knows the applicant, and his or her knowledge of the

(d) Discipline of foster children. applicant'scharacteristics under s. DCF 56.05 (1) (b).

(e) Independent living and the transfer of independent living (5) LEVEL 3MODERATETREATMENT FOSTERHOME. (&) Licensee
skills. experience 1. An applicant focertification to operate a Level

(4) Informationabout resources for foster families, including foster home shall have at least 3 of the following:

(a) A descriptiorof the support services available through the  &. A minimum of one year of experience as a foster parent or
agencyjncluding the availability of respite care services and holiinship care provider with a child placed in his or heme for at

fosterparents can access those services. leastone year

(b) Contact information for the \atonsin Foster anddop- . A minimum 5 years of experience working with or parent
tive Parent Association, the National Foster Parent Associatidfg children.
theWisconsin Foster Care and Adoption Resource Ceantel if c. A minimum of 500 hours oéxperience as a respite care

available,local foster parent associations or support groups. providerfor children under the supervision of a human services

History: CR 00-020: crRegister February 2002 No. 554, 8F1-02; EmR0937: agency.
emerg.r. and recref. 1-1-10; CR 10-021: end recrRegister September 2010 No. . . .
657,eff. 10~1-10; correction to numbering made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Reg d. A high school diploma or the equivalent.

iSS§etrSeRpt6_mtberA 2010t'\12c€]-_‘l %57;Gc§érecti0n in (1) (¢) made under s. 13.92) (b)  e. A college, vocational, technical, or advanced degree in the
als. Register Augus 0. 008 areaof a childs treatment needs, such as nursing, medicine, social

DCF 56.13 Foster home level of care certification. WOk, or psychology o _
(1) CHILD SPECIFICLICENSE. (a) In this sectiorfchild—specific f. A substantial relationship with the child to be placed
license”means a license to operate a foster home that is issuethfgughprevious professional or personal experience.
arelative of a child or an individual who has a previous existing g. Work or personal experience for whitthe applicant has
relationship with the child or the chikdfamily. demonstratethe knowledge, skill, abilifyand motivation to meet

(b) A child-specific license magmain valid with any granted the needs of a child with a level of need of 3.
waiversor exceptions for the duratiaf the licensing period or 2. If an applicant for certification to operaté.avel 3 foster
up to 6 months after the child returns home or is placed elsewhdr@merelies on experience that meets the requirements in subd. 1.

whicheveroccurs first. b. or f. as one of the 3 required criteria in this paragraph, the appli
(c) A foster home operated by a foster paweitti a child-spe cantshall also meet one of the criteria in subd. 1. a., c., e., or g.
cific license may be certified at any level of care. (b) Training. 1. Each foster parent woperates a Level 3 fos

(2) CerTIFIcaTION. A licensing agency shall certify eafiis-  ter home shall complete minimum of 36 hours of pre—placement
ter home for a level of care under subs. (3) to (7) commensuriiningunder s. DCF 56.14 (6d) before or after initial licensure
with the foster parert’knowledge, training, skills, experienceputprior to the placement of any child in the home.
and relationship to the child in accordance with the licensing 2. Each foster parent who operates a Level 3 foster home shall
agency’sprogramming and capacity completea minimum of 24 hours of initial licensing training under

(3) LEVEL 1 CHILD-SPECIFICFOSTERHOME. (a) Child-specific S.DCF 56.14 (7€) during the initial licensing period.
license A licensing agency may grant a Level 1 certification only 3. Each foster parent who operates a Level 3 foster home shall
to a foster home operatdy a foster parent with a child—specificcompletel8 hours of ongoing training under s. DCF 56.14 (8) in
license. eachl2-month period of licensure subsequerth&initial licens

(b) Training. Each foster parent who operates a Level 1 fosté&g period.
home shall complete a minimum of 6 hours of pre-placement (c) References An applicant for certification to operate a
trainingunder s. DCF 56.14 (6) before or after the placement loével 3 foster home shall submitlatst 4 favorable reference-let
achild but no later than 6 months after the dditmitial licensure. ters,as follows:
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1. ‘From whom.” a. Threef the letters shall be written by  (7) LEVEL 5 EXCEPTIONAL TREATMENT FOSTERHOME. (&) Need
personaunrelated to the applicant. At least one of these refererfoelLevel 5 An applicant for certification to operate a Level 5 fos
lettersshall be regarding the applicantjualifications under par ter home, in conjunction with a licensiagencymay apply to the
(a) 1., excluding para) 1. d. departmenexceptions panel if all of the following circumstances

b. The fourth favorablesference letter shall be from a rela €Xist: _ o o
tive, preferably from an adult child if applicable. 1. Aplacement is needed for a child with the followdegd
2. ‘Content.” Each reference letter shall includgtaement tons:
indicatingall of the following: a. The child has behaviors or conditions that require a high

a. How long the person giving the reference has known tg€dreeof supervision and overnight awake care that is provided
applicant.w g P giving W y program stdfwho rotate shifts within a 24—hour period.

b. Under whatircumstances he or she knows the applicarH. b. The c_hild will benefit from a home—like enyironment that
. . . asfewer children than a group home or residential care cienter
c. His or her knowledge of the applicantualifications and

characteristicsinder s. DCF 56.05 (1) (b). childrenand y_oufrh.
c. The child is expected to need long-term care or has needs
(6) LEVEL 4 SPECIALIZED TREATMENT FOSTER HOME. (&) agreedo by the department.

Licenseeexperience 1. Anapplicant for certification to operate . . . .
alevel 4 fopster home shall IlP)121ve at least 4 of the foIIow[i)ng' 2. All other community placement options have been investi
. i . ) " _gatedand determined to be unavailable or not in the best interest
a. A minimum of one year of experience with children witldf he child.
alevel of need of 3 as a foster parent or kinship care provider withyote: A foster home with &evel 4 or lower certification level and additional taf

achild placed in his or her home for at least one.year thatprovide less than 50% of a chéctare should be considered as the first option
when the child needs additional treatment or services.

t-b' Ahrlr(ljinimum of 5 years of experience working with or-par (b) Clarify specific and limited citumstances befersubmit

entingenridren. ¢ h o6 . . ting an application Prior to submitting an application to operate

¢. A minimum of 500 hours oéxperience as a respite Care, | ayg| 5 foster home, a licensing agency shall inform the depart
providerfor children under the supervision of a human servicggant exceptions panel chairperson of the agsriogent, discuss
agency. _ _ the agency plans, and clarify departmeeuirements for certi

d. A high school diploma or the equivalent. fication of a Level 5 foster home.

e. A college, vocational, technical, or advanced degree in the(c) Application An application for certification to operate a
areaof a childs treatment needs, such as nursing, medicine, sotialel 5 foster home shall be on a form prescribed by the depart

work, or psychology ment and shall include all of the following:
f. A substantial relationship with the child to be placed 1. A program description, information on personnel, and
throughprevious professional or personal experience. informationon a specific child or the population to be served.

g. Work or personal experience for whittte applicant has 2. If for a specific child, letters on the appropriateness of a
demonstratethe knowledge, skill, abilifyand motivation to meet Level 5 foster home for the child from parents, therapists, social
the needs of children with a level of need of 4. workers, physicians, anather professionals who are currently

2. If an applicant for certification to operaté.avel 4 foster Working with the child. o
homerelies on experience that meets the requirements in subd, X' A0 application for cerfification of a Level 5 fostchome,

. DO . -F-2559—-E-Ecan be found on the department website at http://dcf.wiscon
b. or f. as one of the 4 required criteria in this paragraph, the app _gov/chi|dren/fo§er/forms/forms|NDx.htn'?]_ P

cantshall also meet one of the criteria in subd. 1. a., c., €., 0r g. (q) Level 5 is the only shift-staffed foster hordefoster parent
(b) Training. 1. Each foster parent wiperates a Level 4 fos may do any of the following onlyf the foster home has a Level
ter home shall completa minimum of 40 hours of pre—placemenb certification:
trainingunder s. DCF 56.14 (6h) before or after initial licensure 1. Live in a residence that is not the foster home.
but prior to the placement of any child in the home. 2. Provide less than 50 percent of a chilctre.
2. Each foster parent who operates a Level 4 foster home shalte) Program manager 1. ‘Responsibilities.” A licensing

completea minimum of 30 hours of initial licensing training under,

. > ; ) gencyshall ensure that each Level 5 foster home has a program
s.DCF 56.14 (7e) during the initial licensing period. managemwho is the foster parent and licensee for the Level 5 foster
3. Each foster parent who operates a Level 4 foster home shalne. In conjunction with the program managerlicensing,
complete24 hours of ongoing training under s. DCF 56.14 (8) iplacing, or supervising agency shall oversee program operation
each12-month period of licensure subsequertheinitial licens  anddevelopment of a Level 5 foster home and do all of the fellow

ing period. ing:
(c) References An applicant for certification to operate a a. Review the appropriateness of admission of each thild
Level 4 foster home shall submitlatist 4 favorable reference-let the Level 5 foster home with the licensing agency
tersas follows: b. Participate irdeveloping, reviewing, and updating child
1. ‘From whom.” a. Three of the letters shall be written bgssessmentand treatment plans.
persondinrelated to the applicant. At least one of these reference ¢, provide technical assistance to programf saafi the
lettersshall be regarding the applicantjualifications under par |icensing, placing,and supervisory agencies, including supervi

(a) 1., excluding par(a) 1. d. sion, support, consultatioroaching, stéfdevelopment, and sfaf
b. The fourth favorablesference letter shall be from a rela monitoring.
tive, preferably from an adult child if applicable. d. Periodically revienand update the Level 5 foster home
2. ‘Content.” Each reference letter shall includgatement policiesand procedures.
indicatingall of the following: e. Oversee the day-to—day operations of the Leviekter
a. How long the person giving the reference has known theme,including hiring, training, and evaluating program fstaf
applicant. f. Participate in the child treatment team as the foster parent.

b. Under whatircumstances he or she knows the applicant. 3. ‘Managemenskills.” An applicant to be a program man
c. His or her knowledge of the applicantjualifications and agerof a Level 5 foster home shall have either of the following:
characteristicainder s. DCF 56.05 (1) (b). a. Previous employment as a manager or supervisor
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b. A professional development plan to develop management 6. ‘Hiring and employment.” Before an applicant fqura-
andsupervisory skills. gramstaf position in a Level 5 foster home begins employment,

4. ‘Education or experience in human services.” An applicafite program manager shaib all of the following regarding the
for a program manager position for a Level 5 foster heha#l ~ applicant:

haveat least one of the following: a. Conduct and document a caregiver background cheek pur
a. A 4-year college degree froam accredited college or uni suantto s. 48.685, Stats., and ch. DHS 12.
versitywith a major in social work; sociology; specglucation; b. Make a determination that the applicant has the capacity to

psychology;counseling and guidancegsiminal justice; nursing, successfullynurture and care for children and does not have a his

certified nursing assistant, @ther health related field; education;tory of a civil action, criminal convictiongr administrative rule

or any other area in human services field as approved by theiolation that substantially relates to the care of a child or a history

department. of exercising unsound judgment or abuse of alcohol or drugs.
b. Two years of Supervised full-time work experience in an Note:  For help in determining whether a civil action, criminal conviction, or

out-of-homecare program or assisted living program with adult cll_ingrlg.%%t‘werule violation substantially relates to the care of children cossult

_ C. Personal experienwdth a family member who has needs ¢ Make a determination that the applicant has not had a
similar to the population to be served. licenseto operate a foster home, group home, or residential care
5. ‘Pre—-placement training.” Arogram manager for a Level centerfor children and youth revoked denied within the last 2

5 foster home shall complete a minimum of 40 hours of pre—plagears.
menttraining undes. DCF 56.14 (6p) before or after initial lieen g Optain favorable references from at least 3 non-relatives,
surebut prior to the placement of any child in the home. with documentation by letter or by notes of a verbal contact- Doc
6. ‘Initial licensing training.” A program manager for a Leveumentationshall include how longhe person giving the reference
5 foster home shall complete a minimum of lurs of initial hasknown theapplicant, under what circumstances he or she
licensingtraining under s. DCF 56.14 (7s) during the initial lieensknowsthe applicant, antis or her knowledge of the applicant’
ing period. qualifications.
7. 'Ongoing training.” Aprogram manager for a Level 5fos 7. ‘Health exam.” Upon hire and before working with fesi
ter home shaltomplete a minimum of 24 hours of ongoing traindents,a program manager shall require each programpsiegon
ing under s. DCF 56.14 (8) in each 12—month period of licensutehave a tuberculosis test and provide a statefremta physi
subsequerto the initial licensing period. cian, physician assistant, ortealthCheck provider that the pro
(f) Program staff 1. ‘Stafratios.” A Level 5 foster home shall gramstaf person meets the minimum physical requirements of
haveprogram stdfin sufficient numbers to meet the following the position, is in general good health, and does not have a com

staff ratios: municabledisease. The statement shall be based on a medical
a. One program sthperson for every 2hildren during wak ~examinatiorperformed within the previous 6 months.
ing hours Note: A HealthCheck form may be obtained by contacting the local plétitth
' department.

_b. One program stiperson for every 4 children during sleep g Hegith concerns.’ If a licensing agency or the department
ing hours. o o _ ~ hasreason to believe that the physicahmental health of a pro

2. 'Ratios are minimum.’ A licensing, placing, or supervisingramstaf person for a Level 5 foster home may pose a threat of
agencyor the department may require the number of prografn stehrmto children or to the quality and manner of their carénat
on duty to be higher than the minimum requirements in stibd.the program stdfperson is not able to provide responsible care for
asnecessary to meet the needs of the children piuttb ensure children,the licensing agency or the department may require that
their safety and welfare. the program stdfperson submit a written statemdram a physi

3. ‘Responsibilities.” Program stahall be responsible for cianor, if appropriate, a licensedental health professional on the
daily supervision of the children and direct care to the children pdysicalor mental condition of the program $tpérson and the

ensuretheir safety and well-being. possibleeffect of that conditioron the foster home or the children
4. ‘Qualifications.” An applicant for a program dtgbsition  in care.
shallhave at least one of the following qualifications: 9. ‘Background check.” A program manager dfewvel 5 fos
a. A bachelor or associates degree from an accredited colléglehome shall require each program Sferson to complete a
or university with a major in a field specified in pée) 4. a. background information disclosure form designated by the

flepartmenand shall conduct a caregiver background check under
S. 48.685, Stats., and ch. DHS 12 every 4 years or at any time
within that period.

10. ‘Training and orientation.” Eagbrogram stdfperson

b. Current enrollment iand regularly attending an accredite
collegeor university with a major in a field specified in p@) 4.
a.
malt;).roAgtrLeniSvtvict)Q %‘eea{;;éug; gr?ﬂSo?)ﬁrl):trifr? ggr\\//vgékg;/gﬂl]r;?_(\;c\)/relwho provides care for a child in a Level 5 foster home shall do all
5 foster home where the applicant is applying for employmenl‘.’f the following befor.e.worklng independently with a child: N

d. Certificationas a child and youth care worker under the & €omplete a minimum 40 hours of pre-placement training
standard®f the Wsconsin Association of Child and¥th Care Unders. DCF 56.14 (6t). _ o
Professional®r other department-recognized certifying author ~ b. Work with qualified, experienced program $taf similar

ity. professionaldor at least the first 80 hours of employment.

Note: A copy of the standards of theidonsin Association of Child ancWth 11. ‘ongoing training.’ Each program gtmrson who pro
CareProfessionals can be obtained from the wwmaeycp.og or 161 WWisconsin : Y
Avenue,Milwaukee, W1 53202: telephone (414) 257-3130. videscare fora child in a Level 5 foster home shall complete a

e. Completion of a traineeship program in which prograffiinimumof 24 hours of ongoing training under s. DCF 56.14 (8)
staff work with qualified, experienced program $tiair at least in each year oemployment subsequent to the initial year of

thefirst 120 hours of employment before working independentf/™Ployment.

with a child. (9) Volunteers Each volunteer used by a Level 5 foster home
Note: This is an additional 40 hours to the 80 hours required under s. DCF 56:313&” be superVIjsedy a program stéperson and may npt work
(7) (H 10. b. independentlywith a child. Before a volunteenay begin per

5. ‘Age.” A program stdfperson who idired or contracted forming activities,the program manager shall do all of the foHow
for on or after January 1, 2D1shall be at least 21 years old. ing:
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1. Notify the licensing agency andwho have shared responsibility for implementing the child’

2. Orient the volunteer to the activities that the volunteer m&gatment plan with other treatment team members.
prmas Speca e e S aSone poloes and Y SR 1ot S0 S s
procedures. cr. (1) (c), (5) to (8), am. (title), (1) (title), (2), (3), (4) (title), (a) 1., 2., 3., (H), ef

icci H R 1-1-11;CR 10-148: renum. (1) to be (1) (a), (b) and am c), (5) to (8), am.

3. Get permission from the chitparent or guardian to allow (i 5 e (). (3, (4 (k). (o 15 3. oy Regroter ALGUSIDND. 668,
the volunteer to perform the activities. eff. 9-1-11; correction in (7) (h) 4., 5. made undef.3.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Register

4. Require each volunteer to maintain in confidence allinfof4gust201L No. 668.

mationabout the fgster child and the cha!danvly ) DCF 56.14 Foster parent training. (1) PurRPOSES.This

(h) Placements into a Level 5 foster honie ‘Last community sectionimplements s. 48.67 (4), Stats., which requires all foster
option.” A licensing agency and program manger shall only Coparentsto successfullgomplete training in the care and support
siderplacing a child into a Level 5 foster home as the last comMieedsof children who are placed in foster care that has been
nity placement option when all other community placemenhsrovedby the department. The purposes of foster parent train
optionshave been investigated and deemed to be unavailablgf are to:

notin the best interest of the child and the chiéhefits from a =y |1 06ve the quality of care provided to children who live
more home-like environment with fewer children than that-prqn foster or adoptive homes

videdin a group home or residentizdre center for children and (b) Prepardoster and adoptive families to care for and provide

youth. . X - .
2. ‘Compatibility with other children.” Before a new chifd stability E)r fostter children n t?.elr homes. ¢ d understandi
placedin a Level 5 foster home, a licensing agency and the pro (¢) Promote communication, respect, and understanding

gram manager shall evaluate the compatibility of this child wif°ngall involved parties, with a focus on workifigy the best
the children currently placed in the home. The placement of Jerests of the foster child.

child in a Level 5 foster home may not displace or endanger the(d) Provide opportunities to foster parents to mutually explore
health, safetyor well-being of any child currently placedtre their values, strengths, limitations, and needs as they rilate

fosterhome. compatibility with foster and adoptive children.

3. ‘Coordinate transitions.’ A licensing agenayd the pro (e) Develop an understanding of the child welfare system and
grammanager of a Leve foster home shall carefully plan andth€importance of permanency for children. _
coordinatetransitions into and out of a Level 5 foster homith (f) Encourage foster and adoptive parent networking and the

specialconsideration to the school the child will attend, medicalse of resources.
andmental health providers, community—based services, and dis (2) Abvisory cCOMMITTEE. A statewide advisory committee
abledadult long—term support program services. appointedby the department and representing cowaggncies,

4. ‘Medically—fragile child.” A licensing agency and the pro private child-placing agencies, tribal agencies, foster parents,
grammanageshall ensure that the treatment plan for a medicafocational-technicaéducation, the university system, and the
ly—fragile child who is placed in a Level 5 foster hoineludes departmenshall studyneeds and resources and advise the depart
emergencymedical protocols. menton specific training needs and quality of materials.

5. ‘Waiver funding.’ A licensing agency and the program (3) QUALIFICATIONS OF TRAINERS. Persons preparing or pre

managesshall notify the department of health services if there fentingmaterials for foster parent training shall have expeirise
or will be an application submitted to support a ckillfacement the subject matter as evidenced by prior experience or education,
in a Level5 foster home with funding under the disabled-chifn ability to communicatéheir knowledge, and cultural compe
dren'slong-term support program as defined in s. 46.(11), tence.
Stats. (4) TRAINING EXPENSES. (a) The department shaitovide

Note: Under s. 46.01L(1g), Stats., the “disabled childrefong-term support pro - fundsto county agencies and, in a county with a population of
gram” means th'e programs descrihmﬂer 2001 Wéconsin Act 16, section 9123 more than 500,000, the departmem, enable foster parents to
(16rs)or 2003 Wsconsin Act 33, section 9124 (8c). __attendtraining. The funds may be used for materials, fees-trans

(m) Respite ca A Level 5 foster home may only providepotation, and child care expenses incurred to attend training that
respitecare to a child who was previously placed in the home,&required or approved under this section or s. DCF 56.13.
child specifically identifiedand approved by the department on a (b) No licensing agency of a foster home with a Level 3 to 5

ﬂgg?edbaas, or a child whbas needs agreed to by the OIe‘paraertificationor licensedprivate child—placing agency may require
: ) . afoster parent to pay to attend training under this section.
(n) Interagency memorandum of understandinga require (5) TRAINING REQUIREMENTS. (a) Level of cae certification
mentin this chapter is not designated as the responsibility o8-y foster parent shall complete any pre-placement, initial
licensingagencyplacing agencyor supervising agencgll ageR  jicansing. or ongoing training required for the foster hosrevel

ciesinvolvedin providing care and maintenance, SUPerVision, g c4re certification under s. DCF 56.13, except as provided.in par
servicesfor a child placed in a Levelfoster home shall enter aﬁc) and subs. (6) (b) and (7) (c) and (dj.

memorandunof understanding to determine responsibility for a (b) Each foster pamt The foster parent trainimgquirements

requirementgor which responsibility is not deS|gnate_d. in this section and s. DCF 56.13 apply to each foster parentidenti
(8) LEVEL 3705 FOSTERCARE. The foster care provided for afiad on the license to operate the foster home.

child with a level of need of 3 or higher in a fosteme with a (c) Proposed adoptive pant A foster parent who is licensed

certificationof Levgl 310 5 shall do all o.f the following: solely for the purpose of adoption of a domestic infant under s.
(a) Use a family-based armbmmunity—-based approach tosg g37 Stats., or a foreign child under s. 48.88918.97, Stats.,

treatmentfor a child with physical, mental, medical, substancg;| not be required to complete the traininghis section if the

abusecognitive, intellectual, behavioral, developmental, or simgster parent completes the pre—adoption preparation training

lar problems. _ _ requiredunder s. DCF 51.10.

_(b) Make eforts to change the behaviorameliorate the con  (6) Pre-PLACEMENT TRAINING FOR LEVELS 1 AND 2. (a) The
dition that, in whole or in part, resulted fne childs separation departmentshall approvea standardized curriculum for pre-
from his or her family placementraining for a foster parent who operates a foster home

(c) Use specially selected aspecificallytrained foster par with a Level 1 or 2 certification that includes information on all
ents who are the primary change agents in the treajmecess of the following:
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1. Foster care overview (i) Individual service plans.
2. Expectations of foster parents. () Emegency plans.
3. Caring for children in foster care. (k) Four hours of child—specific or population—specific train
4. Developing and maintaining family connections. ing, orientation, or observation.
5. Foster family self care. (6t) PRE-PLACEMENT TRAINING FOR LEVEL 5 PROGRAM STAFF.

(b) A foster parent who obtains a license to operate a fosfgt€ Pré-placement training for program $taf a Level 5 foster
homewith Level 1 or ertification before January 1, 201s not homeshall include information on all of the following:
requiredto complete the pre—placement training under this sub (&) The standardized curriculum provided under sub. (6) (a).
section,unless otherwise required by the licensing agency (b) The topics listed in sub. (6p) (b) to ().
(6d) PRE-PLACEMENTTRAINING FORLEVEL 3. (a) 1. The pre- (c) Fifteen hours of child-specific gropulation—specific
placementraining for a foster parent who operates a Level 3 fogaining, orientation, or observation.
ter home shall include the standardizrdricula prOVided under (7) INITIAL LICENSING TRAINING EOR LEVEL 2. (a) The depa.rt
subs.(6) (a) and (7) (a). mentshall approve a standardized curriculum for initial licensing
2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a licensiagency may submit trainingfor a foster parent who operates a Level 2 foster home that
to the department for approvapeoposed pre—placement trainingincludesinformation on all of the following:
curriculumthat is designed to meet the needs of foster parents 1. permanency
licensedby that agency The pre—placement trainirigr a foster 2. Cultural dynamics in placement.
parentwho operates a Level 3 foster home may be a curriculum 3. Child abuse and neglect
thathas been approved by the department. : . giect. .
(b) 1. Trainers for the portion of the Level 3 pre—placement 4. The impact of maltreatment on child development.
training standardized curriculum that is provided under sub. (7) 5- Attachment.
(a) shall be an agency staferson or contractor and a foster or 6. Separation and placement.
adoptiveparent. 7. The importance of maintaining a foster chaltimily con
2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a fosfsrent may attend a pre—nections.
placementtraining for which no fosteor adoptive parent is a 8. Guidance and positive discipline.
trainerif the licensing agency approves and provides oppertuni 9. Access to resources.
ties for the foster parent attendirtige training to participate in  Note: The standardized curriculum for initial licensing training isWisconsin
activitiesor programs that promote networking among foster pafoundationTraining for Foster Pagnts
entsand provide an opportunity for an experienced foster parent(b) 1. Trainers for the Level 2 initial licensing training shall
to answer questions from the new foster parent. be an agency sthperson or contractor and a foster or adoptive
(6h) PRE-PLACEMENTTRAINING FORLEVEL 4. (a) 1. The pre- parent.
placementraining for a foster parent who operates a Level 4 fos 2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a foster parent may attend-an ini

ter home shall include all of the following: tial licensing training for which no foster or adoptive parent is a
a. The standardized curricula provided under subs. (6) (a) df@inerif the licensing agency approves and provides oppertuni
(™) (a). ties for the foster parent attendirige training to participate in

eactivitiesor programs that promote networking among foster par
entsand provide an opportunity for an experienced foster parent
to answer questions from the new foster parent.

(c) A foster parent who operates a Level 2 foster home that is

b. Fourhours of training on child—specific or population-sp
cific information.

2. Notwithstanding subd. 1. a., a licensaggency may submit
to the department for approvapeoposed pre—placement training .

curriculumthat is designed to meet the needs of foster parefiggnsedoefore January 1, 2@1shall complete the initial licens
licensedby that agency The pre-placement trainirigr a foster N9 trainingbefore January 1, 2015, except as provided under par

parentwho operates a Level 4 foster home may be a curriculuny- )

thathas been approved by the department. ~ (d) Afoster parent who operates a Level 2 foster home that is
(b) 1. Trainers for the portion of the Level 4 pre—placemeﬂ ensedbefore January 1, 201and who provides verification to

training standardized curriculum that is provided under sub. (#)€licensing agency that he or she successfully completed-a com

a) shall be an agency staferson or contractor and a foster oPetency—basegre-service foster parent training as described in
<(':1d)optiveparent. gency stat the departmens DCFS Memo Series 2002-12 is not requiced

. . _complywith par (c).
2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a fosferent may attend a pre Note: DCFS MemoSeries 2002-12 was issue@ on Septembe 18, 2002 It is

placementtraining for which no fosteor adoptive parent is a ayailableat http://dcf.wisconsin.govimemos/num_memos/2002/20@2HIM.
trainerif the licensing agency approves and provides opperturicceptablecompetency-basedre-servie foste parert training includes the
ties for the foster parent attendirige training to participate in Partnersin Aternative Gare Education (PACE) curriculum. o
activitiesor programs that promote networking among foster par (7€) INITIAL LICENSING TRAINING FOR LEVEL 3. The initial
entsand provide an opportunity for an experienced foster pardigensingtraining for a foster parent who operates a Level 3 foster
to answer questions from the new foster parent. homeshall include information on all of the following:

(6p) PRE-PLACEMENT TRAINING FOR LEVEL 5 PROGRAM MAN - (a) Crisis management.
AGERS. The pre—placement training for a foster parent who is a (b) Sexuality and sexual boundaries.
programmanager of a Level foster home shall include infor (c) Sexual abuse.

mationon all of the following: (d) Effects of maltreatment and trauma on child development.
(a) The standardized curriculum provided under sub. (6) (a). (e) Building life skills.
(b) School advocacy o (f) Building birth family and cultural connections.
(c) Cardiopulmonary resuscitation. (g) Other topics required by the licensing agency
(d) First aid. (7m) INITIAL LICENSING TRAINING FOR LEVEL 4. The initial
(e) Blood-borne pathogens. licensingtraining for a foster parent who operates a Level 4 foster
(f) Medication management. homeshall include information on all of the following:
(g) Patients rights. (&) The topics listed in sub. (7e).
(h) Positive behavioral supports. (b) Six hoursof child—specific or population—specific training.

RegisterFebruary 2012 No. 674


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/712/b/toc
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code

Removed byRegister April 2015 No. 71Zor current adm. code séwgtp://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code

DCF 56.14 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 118-6

(7S) INITIAL LICENSING TRAINING FOR LEVEL 5 PROGRAMMAN - 2. Providethe foster parent with the telephone number of a
AGERs. The initiallicensing training for a foster parent who is aocialworker or supervising agency casewonkko will provide
programmanager for a Level 5 foster home shall incliderma  crisis intervention, emgency counseling, and related servioes
tion on all of the following: a24-hour per day’—day per week basis for the foster parent.

(a) The topics listed in sub. (7e). 3. Support and assist the foster parent fecéiely fulfill

(b) Six hoursof child-specific or population—specific training. responsibilitiesn this chapter and to the chédeam or treatment

(8) ONGOING TRAINING. (a) Individualized training plan At~ t€am. o
the time of renewal of dicense to operate a foster home, the 4. Notify the clerk of the school district in which a foster home
licensingagency and the foster parent shall evaluate the foster gafocated when a school-age child is placed in that foster home,
ent'soverall performancand develop an individualized trainingas required under s. 48.64 (1r), Stats. The notification shall
plan for the foster parent based bis or her demonstrated needncludeall of the following:
for training in particular topics an managing specific case situa ~ a. The name, address, and phone numbéreofoster parent.
tions. b. The name of the foster child.

(b) Licensing agency appval. The licensing agencshall c. Information about the child required by the school, as
approvea foster parers’ongoingraining based on the following: allowedunder any applicable confidentiality laws.

1. The content of the training shall meet at least one of the pur 5. Advocate forthe child with the chil@ school, medical
posesof foster parent training under sub. (1) and conform with thigcility, or any other program in which the child is involved to
fosterparents individualized training plan, unless a greatain-  ensurethat services provided to the child are consistent with the
ing need is demonstrated after the plan was developed. caseplan; permanency plan; and treatment plan, if applicable.

1g. In addition to subd. 1., treontent of ongoing training for 6. Assistthe foster parents with any necessary arrangements
afoster parent who operates a Level 4 foster home shall inclidean emegency situation.

8 hours of child-specific or population—specific training. 7. Arrange forcare of a foster child in the event that the foster
1r. In addition to subd. 1., th@ntent of ongoing training for parent isunavailableo provide care on a temporary basis, in-con
programmanagers and program $tiifr a Level 5 foster home junction with the foster parent.

shallinclude all of the following: . . (b) In addition to the requirements under. gay, a licensing
a. Child maltreatment and reporting requirements. or supervising agency shall do all of the following for each child
b. Prompt and adequate treatment. with a level of need of 3 or higher in the agesogare who is
c. Any required reauthorizations for first aid, blood—born@lacedin a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification:
pathogensand cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 1. P(ovidethe foster parent with the tglfephone number of a
d. Eight hours of child-specific or population—-specific trainSUP€rvisingagency caseworkerounselarclinical consultant, or
ing. clinical staf member who will provide crisis intervention, emer

gencycounseling, and related services to the foster parent on a
24-hourper day 7—-day per week basis.

2. Respond to a request from a foster parent for crisis inter
vention,emegency counseling, and related services within one
hour.

3. Provide or arrange for additional child care persoduoel

2. The format of the training magclude any of the follow
ing:

a. Face—-to—face consultation wignofessionals with exper
tise in specific identified areas.

b. Mdeo, audio, and web-based presentations.

: ing stressful or critical periods, as determine e treatmen
Support groups tressful tical d det d by the treatment
. Adult education courses. team.

Books, periodicals, and web—based resources. Note: An example of a stressful or critical period might be the time from the end

- . . of the school day until bedtime.
Television af‘d radio pre_sentatlons. 4. Assist and suppattie foster parent in obtaining any medi
Mentor family consultations. ) cal supplies and services required for the chifdequired medi
Conferences, workshops, seminars, and webinars.  calsupplies and services are not included in the treatmentipan,

. The total credit given for training using books, periodicalsupervisingagency and placing agency shall revise the treatment
and web—-based resources under subd. 2. e. and television plathto include the required medical supplies and services and to
radio presentations under subd. 2. f. may not exceed 20 percerdeterminefinancial responsibility

therequired hours. 5. Ensure that a child with a severe emotional disturbance has
4. The cost of a particular training option and the usefulneaglinical consultant assigned to the casesagial workercase

of the skills or knowledge that is expected to be gained shallwerker, or other professional involved with the case may also

considered. serveas the clinical consultant. The clinical consultant shall have
(c) Department as trainingesource The department shall all of the following qualifications:

maintainan inventoryof resources for foster parent training and a. A masters degree in social work, psychologhild devel

shall coordinate statewideegional, and local training programsopment,or counseling.

to prevent duplication of fit. b. A license or certification under ch. 457, Stats., and ch.
History: EmR0937: emay. cr eff. 1-1-10; CR 10-021: cRegister September MPSW3, 6, 1, 12, or 17.

2010No. 657, € 10-1-10; corrections in (1), (5) (a), @) and (7) (b) to (d) made D . . . .
under s. 13.92((4)) Eb; %l.))andbl,(S)ta(lts).,(R)e(gtSter Sedptem('lzgr(g)ol(odl\)lo( 6h5)7;( ETmoso:c. A minimum of2 years of experience working with seri
emergrenum. (4), (7) (b) to be (4) (2), (7) (b) 1. and am(Ar(b), (6d), (6h). (6p).  ously disturbed adolescents.

, (7e), . (79), (8) (b) 1g., .1iam. le), ), (b), le), . . . -
Ef?ft)rcf;e()c)(@)’ (g)s()b)(g.), (éf)ﬁ%—ﬁ?ga (f(%—(ﬂg? rc(si)u&n.tzg)), (‘7))(b3730(22e&1)(?§), d. Knowledge of the neurological, biological, and psychiatric
7) (b) 1. and am., c(4) (b), (6d), (6h), (6p), (61), (7) (b) 2., (7€), (Tm), (75), (8) (Kcomponentof emotional disturbances.
1g.,1r, am. (6) (title), (a) (intro.), (b), (7) (title), (a) (intro.), (&), (8) (b) 3. Register
August2011 No. 668, €f 9-1-11.

wsae e ao

6. Evaluate the child’' progress and provide services identi
fied in the aftercare plan following termination of a placement.

DCF 56.15 Supervising agency. (1) AGency Respon  The childs treatment team shall determine how long these ser
siBILITIES. (&) A supervising agency shall do,contract forall  vices shall be provided. The aftercare plan shall identify fol

of the following for each child in the agens\care: low-upsupportservices for the child, the chiidparent, or other
1. Ensure that every child is assigned a supervising ageri@feproviders, including any of the following:
caseworkerin coordination with the placing agendydifferent. a. Phone contact.
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b. Consultations bprofessionals in the chislhome to assist cific duties in sub. (3) to another person who meets the same quali
the child’s family implement the permanenpian, provide skill ficationsas the supervisogency caseworker or to a person who
training for specific problems, and provide support for the childis an intern or in a field placement for a higher education program

family. andis supervised by a person meeting the same qualifications as
c. Participation in parent groups. a supervisory agency caseworker
d. Crisis intervention History: EmR0937: emgy. cr. eff. 1-1-10; CR 10-021: cRegister September

A 2010No. 657, &f 10-1-10; EmR1050: enerr. and rect ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148:
e. For youth who will live independentlfollow—up support r. and recrRegister August 201No. 668, df 9-1-11.

servicesmay include housing assistance, job location, and-indi
vidual support. DCF 56.16 Licensing agency responsibilities. (1) A
(Am) MuLTiPLE AGENCIES. If more than one agency is per licensingagency shall do all of the following:

forming supervisingesponsibilities under subs. (1) and (3), the (a) Recruit a pool of foster parents who are interestethéh
agenciesshall specify in writingvhich agency is responsible for capableof working with the types of children who are commonly
eachrequirement. placedby that agency

(2) QUALIFICATIONS FOR SUPERVISING AGENCY CASEWORKER (b) Assess and screen families who are interested in becoming
FORLEVEL 3T05. A supervising agency caseworker shall halle fosterparents.
of the following qualifications to perform the responsibilities o
undersub. (3) fora child with a level of need of 3 or higher in the . (¢) Develop foster homes to meet the needs of a specifically
agency'scare who is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 to'8entifiedchild in need of placement.

certification: (d) Provide, arrange, and approve required pre—placement, ini
(a) One of the following: tial, and ongoing training for foster parents under s. DCF 56.14.
1. A mastets degree or higher in a social warkrelated field. ~ (€) Consult with supervising agency caseworkers and social

2. A bachelots degree and a minimum of 2 years of pos,[_dégvorkersto match a child specific needs with available foster-par
greeexperience in a social work-related field. ents. . . . ,
(b) Licensed or certified under ch. 457, Stats., and ch. mpsw () Provide each licensed or prospective foster parent with a
3,6, 1, 12, or 17. copy of the agency foster parent handbook under s. DCF 56.12.
(3) RESPONSIBILITIES OF SUPERVISING AGENCY CASEWORKER (9) Comply with agency responsibilities regarding respite care
ForLEVELS3TO 5. A caseworker employed loy under contract unders. DCF 56.21 (2).
to the supervising agency shall do all of the followirgarding (h) Provide general support to foster parents.
achild with a level of need of 3 or higher in the agesicgire who (i) Review the foster parestfire safety evacuation plan under
is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification: s DCF 56.08 (8) and disaster plamders. DCF 56.08 (10m) with
(a) Coordinate assessments of the child. the foster parent teensure that the plans provide for adequate
(b) Selectthe appropriate foster home for a child after carefglfetyand communication with the agency
consideratiorof how well a prospective foster family will do all  (j) Encourage peer support among foster parentsnémain
of the following: fosterparents of available supports, especially among foster par
1. Meet the child specific needs. entswho are caring for children with similar conditions.
2. Address concerns of the chaddirth or adoptive parents. (k) Notify the placing agency of any serious incident reported
3. Accomplish the goals of the chisdpermanency plan. by a foster parent under s. DCF 56.06.
(c) Form the childs treatment team arsgtrve as the team ceor (L) Notify the clerk of the school district in which a foster

dinator. homeis located whe license to operate a foster home is issued

(d) Provide foster parents with information about the chilt that school district, pursuant to s. 48.62 (3), Stats. The netifica
underch. DCF 37. tion shall include all of the following:

(e) Educate a child’ treatmenteam members on services and 1. The name of the foster parent.
proceduredor a childs specific needs. 2. The address and phone number of the foster parent.

(f) Develop appropriate interventions and services for the 3. The type of children expected to be placed in the foster
child with the childs treatment team. home.

(g) Be available or have a designee who is available for the fos 4. Thename, address, and phone number of a contact person
ter parents to consult on a 24—-hour per day basis. from the licensing agency

(h) Assist in the training of foster parents. (2) In addition to sub. (1), a licensing agency shall do all of the
() Comply with agency contacequirementsvith the foster  following regarding foster homes with a Level 3 to 5 certification:
par_entand fo;ter ch|lo_l |r’1 ss. DCF 56.18 and 56.19. (a) Identify foster homewith similar qualifications as existing
(J)t ISuperwse a child’case plan, permanenghan, and treat  fosterhomes to be used as egemcy or alternative options.
menk pian. . (b) Developand facilitate peer support among foster parents,
(k) Keep written progress notes. _ ~ especially among foster parents who are caring for children with
(L) Coordinate provided or purchased services forcthiel  similar conditions.
andthe childs family _ _ . (c) Participate in the determination of supplemepéiments
(m) Arrange for the assistance of appropriate specialists. ynders. DCF 56.23 (2) and exceptional payments under s. DCF
(n) Perform necessary court responsibilities as appropriat&6.23(3) as follows:
(o) Perform liaison activities with other agencies. 1. Review the payment amount that a placing agency is pro
(p) Coordinate educational and community services. posing for a childs placement and discuss the clsildeeds with
(q) Advocate for the best interests and rights of the child. theplacing agency
(N Omanize treatmerteam meetings under s. DCF 56.17 (2) 2. Inform a prospective foster parent of the placing agency’
(9). proposedpayment amount.
(4) SUBSTITUTE FORCASEWORKERRESPONSIBILITIES. Notwith- 3. Recommendny modifications to the payment amount that
standingsub. (3) (intro.), the supervisory agency may assigh sphe placing agency has proposed.
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4. Participate with the placing agenéyster parent, and treat  (d) Determine the need for and arrange appropriate and quali
ment team members in the redetermination of the paymefied psychiatric and psychological services for the child.
amountfollowing a reassessment under s. DCF 56.22 (5) (b).  (e) Provide copies ahe treatment plan to all treatment team

5. At afoster paren$ request, assist a foster parent in resolinembersincludingthe child if the child is more than 12 years old,
ing a disagreement between the foster parent and the placisgllowed by law
agencyregarding a payment amount before the fopaent  (f) Implement and support the treatmplain, including ensur
requestsa hearing under s. DCF 56.10. _ ing that all available resources and treatments are known or
N istory: EMR1050: eme: cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister AugustOll. - exploredand developing new resources if appropriate.

' (g) Meet to formally review the treatment plan, shaferma

DCE 56.17 Child’s treatment team for Levels 3to 5.  tion, exchange ideas and opinions, and discuss issues at least

(1) MemBeRsHIR (a) A child with a level ofieed of 3 or higher €very3 months from the date of distribution of the treatment plan.
who is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certificatioh® Supervising agency caseworker shall determine if more fre
shallhave a treatment team that consists ofcthilel, the chilgs duenttreatment team meetings are necessatjier treatment
parentor legal guardian, the foster parent, and at least one regf@mmembers may request a meeting.
sentativeeach from the supervising and placing agencies. At least(h) Share knowledge regarding itteld and the treatment plan
one member of the team shall have clinical training in a fiel@ith other treatment team members as allowed by law and encour
relatedto the primaryneeds of the child. In addition, the treatmeragesupport for the treatment plan.
teammay include other social workersgseworkers, clinical cen (i) Ensure that family counseling is providedthe childs
sultants physicians, nurses, psychologists, therapists, school piimily and the foster family as needed.

§onnel,h9me health agency stabr other significanindividuals () Ensure that 24—hour per d&-day per week crisis inter

in the childs life. ventionis provided for the foster child and the foster pasmnt
(b) A parent or child may be excluded frahe treatment team needed.

by the childs supervising agency caseworker only wiiegir (k) Monitor and evaluate the progress of the treatmentgpidn

inclusionwould be inappropriate due age, condition, or unwill - the continued appropriateness anteefivenesf the provided

ingnessto cooperate. Any justification for exclusion shall be-dogervices and supports and placement of the child on an ongoing
umentedn the childs case record and anyoeecluded shall be pgsis.

informed of the reason for the decision, as appropriate. (L) Make treatment plan revisions and adjustments as-neces
(2) ResponsiBILITIES The treatment team for a fostehild  sary Ensure revisions and adjustments to the treatment plan are
shalldo all of the following: in writing and are based on all of the following:

(@) Using specialists when necessarange for additional 1. Observations from thsupervising agency caseworiser
appropriateassessments based on the needs and strengths ofjth&t contact with the child.

child, child’s family, and foster parent as identifigtthe assess 2. Discussionshat include the child, chils’parent, guardian
mentunder s. DCF 56.22. the child may have a serious emo Iitem, service providers, and collateral contacts.
tional disturbance, arrange for a bio—psycho-social assessmen . .

3. Other relevant data or information.

thatincludes all of the following:
g (m) Design and implement new treatment strategiesaded.

1. An assessment of the chadlisability (n) Consult with the foster parent or supervising agency case
: o sult wi ster p supervising agency cas
the gi's %ﬁﬁiwemem‘ the behavioral and cognitive correlates 0\];vorkerabout events in the foster home if requested.

(o) Arrange for interaction between the child and the child’

3. An assessment of how psycho-social and environme : : ; ey
factorsinfluence how the child copes with the disability ”ﬁ;nr:ly as provided in the chils’permanency plan or treatment

4. A review (_)f b|olog|ca_l factors thatfatt the d's"?‘b'“t_y_ (p) Resolve any disagreements between the foster parent and

5. Identification of possible treatments for the disability e supervising agencyEfforts by thetreatmenteam to resolve

(b) Develop the child written treatment plan within 30 daysdisagreementmay not replace any internal grievance procedures
afterthe childs placement in a foster home. The treatment plastablishedy the supervising agency or the foster pasefatir

shalldo all of the following: hearingrights under s. 48.64 (4) (a), Stats.
1. Specify the treatment and services to be provided to the(q) Develop an aftercare plan for a child that ensures continuity
child and the child family. in managing a child’ needs after the chiklplacement ends.

2. |dent|fy who is responsib|e for providing each treatmer’]\} History: EmR1050: emey. cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus2011
: 0. 668, ef. 9-1-11.
andservice.
3. Establish measurable goals and objectives for the-place pCF 56.18 Agency contact with foster parent.
mentin all areas of the child'life, including all of the following: (1) ConTacTREQUIREMENTS. (a) Level of cae 1 or 2 A licensing

a. Supervision and safety agencysupervising agencyr placing agency shall have at least
b. Health, emotional, and behavioral stahility gnecon_zﬁd Eer TfnchWirttl?}_fOSt_tef gafe?]?k\jlvho ?DGYSIFGStha ffc())ster
o v PP ; omewith a Level 1 or Zertification if a child is placed in the fos
3' Egg}égt\i/(lanng and community integration. terhome. The contact mde in person, by phorr)1e, or by an inter
: o . activeelectronic format.
e. Communication skills. o (b) Level of cae 3to 5 1. A licensing agenggupervising
f. Legal status, including permanency planning issues. agencyor placing agency shall have at least 2 in—person contacts

P

If a child is 15 years of age or ovirclude a description permonth with a foster parent who operates a foster homeawith
of the programs and services that are or will be provideddist Level 3 to 5 certificationif a child is placed in the foster home.
thechild in preparing for the transition from out—of-home care tAt least one of these contacts shall be in the foster home.
independentiving as required under s. 48.38 (4) (h) or 938.38 (4) 2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., & child with a level of need
(h), Stats. below3is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 or 4 certification,
(c) Establish an appropriate level of nursing, other medictile licensing agengyplacing agencyor supervising agency shall
care,and other types of care for the child based upon the ghilthaveat least one in—person contact per month with the foster par
needsand the abilities of the foster parent. enteach full calendar month that the child is in the foster home.
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3. If a foster home with a Level 3 to 5 certification has not had DCF 56.20 Evaluation of Level 3to 5. At least annually
placementof a child for 3 or more months and the licensing foster parent who operatefoater home with a Level 3 to 5 certi
agency,supervising agengyr placing agency has not seen théication and the licensing, placing, and supervising agencies shall
foster parent in the foster home during thimhe, the licensing developwritten evaluations of the care and supervision provided
agency,supervising agen¢yr placing agency shall have an in—to a child and the overgtlerformance of all individuals involved
personcontact with the foster parent in the foster home befordrathe childs care. Thevaluations shall be used to improve the
child is placedn the foster home or within 24 hours of the clsild’ quality of the childs care and the foster care program. Copies of
placementin the foster home. any evaluations shall be maintained at the licensing agency and at

(c) Multiple foster paents If there is more than one foster-parthe foster home. )
enton the license to operatee foster home, the agency may havg Misory:, EmR1050: emey: cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus01L
contactwith only one of the foster parents. IR :

(2) MuLTiPLE AGENCIES. If the licensing agengyupervising DCF 56.21 Respite care for foster parents.

agencyand the placing agency undsrb. (1) are diérent agen (1) AppLicasiLITy. This section applies to care provided in either
cies,those agencies shall determine a contact plan. of the following circumstances:

(3) PURPOSESOFCONTACT. The agency contact with the foster (a) Services or emgencycare provided to a foster child dur

parentshall focus on the safetgermanence, and well-being ofing's planned absence of the foster parent for more than 48 hours.
the child to evaluate the compatibility of the childth the foster b) Care f foster child during the fost b
((b) Care for a foster child during the foster paabsence

parentand other household members and the ability of the fosEﬁ ; d for bv al . o i

parentto meet the needs of the child in a safe marifiee contacts at!S paid for by a licensing, supervising, or placing agency

shallinclude discussion of any additional support needed by the(2) LICENSING AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES. A licensing agency

fosterparent to safely maintain any child in foster care living ihall do all of the following:

thefoster home. (a) Develop policies angrocedures to govern the agerscy’
History: EmR1050: emer. cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus201l  respitecare program.

No. 668, ef. 9-1-11. (b) Inform a foster parent of the process to be used to fund
DCF 56.19 Agency contact with foster child. respitecare prior to the first placement of a child in a fobtame.

(1) CONTACTREQUIREMENTS. (a) Level of cae 1 or 2. A licensing (c) Assist and intervene when issues arise between a foster par
agencyyplacing agencyor supervising agency shall have at leagint and the respite care provider if the parties are not able to
onein—person contact with a child each full calendar month thegsolvethose issues.
thechild is placed in a foster home with a Level 1 or 2 certification. (d) Keepdocumentation of a respite care providejualifica

(b) Level of cae 3 or 4. 1. A licensing agengplacing agengy tionsin the foster parer'file at the licensing agency
supervisoryagency shall have an in—person contact with a child (e) For respite care in foster homes with a Level 3 or 4 cettifica
placedin a foster homevith a Level 3 or 4 certification at leasttion, the licensing agency shall do all of the following:
everyother week. At least one contact per month shall be inthe 1 pevelop, in consultation with foster parents, a pool of

child’s foster home.. S respitecare providers that will be used when respite care is pro
2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., & child with a level of need vided.If the respite care is to be provided in a foster home, the fos
below3is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 or 4 certificatiofer parent may approve the use of a particular respite care provider

Lhelicenlsing agencyplacing agencyor s.ukﬁ)e;visiﬁ?dagenhc%/ Tlhaul 2. Provide training and support to respite care providers.
ave at least one in—person contact with the child each full-calen 3. Consult with doster parent and the chigdsocial worker

darmonth that the child is in the foster home. . ;
or supervising agenoyaseworker to develop a respite care sched

(c) Level of cae S 1. A licensing agencylacing agency e for a specific child and provide the schedule to the resaite
supervisoryagency representative other than a program managekiders.

shallhave an in—person contact with a child at least every other
weekthat the child is placed in a Level 5 foster home. p . NS f
. . providershall have the following qualifications:

2. A program manager shall have an in—person comtitict

achild who is placed in a Level 5 foster home at least every week(?) Be€ at least 18 years of age and at least 5 years older than
thatthe child is placed in the foster home. any foster child being cared for by the respite provigéeceptf

. . . therespite care provider is a relative of the child, be at least 3 years
(2) MuLtipLE AGENCIES. If the licensing agencyplacing g qerthan the child.

agencyand supervisory agency under sub.a(E) diferent agen
cies,those agencies shall determine a contact plan.

(3) IN FosTERHOME. More than 5@ercent of the agency in—
personcontacts witha child between October 1 of one year an
September 30 of the following year shall be in the chifdster

(3) RESPITE CARE PROVIDER QUALIFICATIONS. A respite care

(b) Have direct care experience or training in working with
children with conditions similar to thosef the foster child for
\alhom he or she will be caring.

(c) Be physically able to provide the care needed.

home. (d) Be flexible and willing to work varied, atypical hours.

(4) COMBINE WITH FOSTERPARENTCONTACT. One agencgon (e) Be able to reliably get to and from respite care assignments.
tactwith a childper month may be combined with an agency con (f) Have the ability to do all of the following:
tactwith a foster parent under s. DCF 56.18. 1. Accept responsibility

(5) PURPOSEOFCONTACT. An agency contact with child shall 2. Work independently

doall of the following: . 3. Exercise good judgment.
(@) Focus on the safetpermanence, and well-being of the 4. Maintai . >
child. . Maintain confidentiality

(b) Beof suficient duration and substance to address the goals > Manage the varied medical, behavioral, and other care
of the childs case plan; permanency plan; or treatment plan,r\?eds‘.)f the foster childrefor whom the respite care provider will
applicable. be caring.

; ; ; : - (g) Reside in a home that meets the physical, safet/envi
the(g)g:nrg;lllggp?gsc;%ﬁ)gtrityg ity for the child to speak privately Wltponmentaheeds of the foster child for whom care is to be provided

History: EmR1050: emey. ct, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus201L if the respite care is to be provided in thepite care providir
No. 668, ef. 9-1-11. residence.
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(h) Authorize the licensing or supervising agencgaaduct b. Life functioning, including physical, mental, and dental
a criminal records check as described in s. DCF 56.05 (1) (f).health;relationships with family members; and social skills.

(i) Agree to provide qualityreliable, and temporary care for ~ c. Functioning in a child care or school setting.
thechild in foster care that is consistent with the chitdeatment, d. Behavioral and emotional needs.
case,or service plan. e. Risk behaviors.

(i) Obtain from the foster parent appropriate information about f. Strengths.
the spgec!flc care procedures and interaction strategies relevant forg. The efect of the culture of the child and the chéld@amily
the child's care. on service provision.

(k) Agree to perform household and egesrcy tasks directly > The foster parert’functioning in relation to the identified
relatedto the general health and well-being of the foster child¢ysterchild, including all of the following:

(L) Possesa valid drivets license and automobile insurance 5. Supervision.
if transporting a foster child. Problem solving.

(5)(m) Agree to abide by s. DC$6.09 (19), (2) (d) and (e), and _ Involvement with care.

c
d. Knowledge.

e. Empathy with the child.
f. Organization.
g
h
i.

=

(n) May not be an employee of the licensing agency or a rela
tive of an employee dhe licensing agency if the employee works
in the area of the agency that issues foster care licenses.

(4) ELIGIBILITY FORSUBSIDIZED RESPITECARE. (a) Level 1 or .
2. Alicensing agency may establish policssd procedures to . Physical health.
fund respite care for a fostparentwho operates a foster home Mental health.
with a Level 1 or 2 certification. j. Substance use.

(b) Level 3or 4 1. Alicensing agency shall fund and arrange k. Developmental.
for a foster parent who operates a foster home with a Level 3 or L. Family stress.
4 certification to have 8 t84 consecutive hours of respite care per m_ cultural congruence.
monthof care provided. Respite care shall be providedciona (b) Gather information Before administering thetandare

bination of days to bedetermined by the foster parent and the o 3ssessment tool, the person who will administer the tool shall
licensing agency The licensing agency may require that an¥ <t do all of the following:

respitecare include an overnight stay 1 Review the chilé case record
2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a licensing agency is not 2. Interview or collect information from an individual who

requiredto fund and arrange respite care of a child witbvel of p ; - e
: : . sinterviewed the child, child'family, foster parent or other
needbelow 3 who is placed in a foster home with a Level 3 Orgﬁt—of—homecare providerthe child’s team or treatment team,

. Social resources.

certification. ; :
History: EmR1050: emey. cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus2011 andthe |IC€‘I;ISII’IQ age”CY . . .
No. 668, ef. 9-1-11. 3. Review information gathered in collaboration with the
child’s team or treatment team and the licensing agency
DCF 56.22 Assessment of needs and strengths. Note: See s. DCF 56.17 (1) on treatment team membership.

(1) RESPONSIBILITYFORASSESSMENT. (@) A placing agency shall ~ (c) Rating a child. The person administering the standardized

usea standardized assessment tool prescribed byejhartment assessmertbol shall rate the child on each item in the tool on a

to assess the needs and strengths of a plaitakd or to be placed 4—pointscale relative to what is developmentally appropfiate

into a foster home and the needs of the chifdster parent. A achild of a similar age, as follows:

placingagency may subcontract this responsibility 1. ‘Needs.” Thdollowing ratings shall apply to items repre
Note: The assessment tool is available in the forms section of the depastmegéntingneeds of a child or the chitdfamily:

websiteat hitp://dct.wisconsin.gov . . a. A rating of 0 means there is no evidence of the existence
(b) Notwithstanding pai(a), this section does not apply to g o special need

child placed or tdbe placed into a foster home that is licensed b A rati i1 there is a hist that a basi
solely for the purpose of adoption of a domestic infant under s, P: #\ raling ol means there Is a history or concern that a basic
48.837,Stats., or a foreign child under s. 48.839 or 48.97, Sta&qeualneeq may exist. . )
(2) QUALIFICATION To Assess. An individual performing the c. Arating of 2 means there is a presence of a moderate special
assessmerghall be trained and certified in the use of the depaﬂeed' . . . .
ment'sstandardized assessment tool. d. Arating of a 3 means theraaipresence of an intensive spe

- cial need.
(3) TIMESOFASSESSMENT. (a) Assessment within 30 days after 2. ‘Strengths.” The following ratings shall apply to items rep

placement A placing agency shall assess each foster bhiidre . h : ;O
placementin a foster homer within 30 days after the chik’ resentingstrengths of a child or the chitdfamily:

placement. A placing agency shall assess each foster parent @ A rating of 0 indicates a centerpiece strength.

within 30 days after the chils’placement in the foster home. b. Arating of 1 indicates a useful strength.
(b) Reassessment every 6 montlss placing agency shall c. Arating of 2 indicates an identified strength.
reassesgach foster child and the chadfosterparent within 6 d. A rating of 3 indicates no strength has been identified.

_monthsafter_ thechild’s last assessment or reassessment. The plac (d) Rating a foster pant. The person administering the stan
ing agencylicensing agencyor foster parent may requesteas  dardizedassessment tool shall rate a foster pasemteds on each
sessmeninore frequently item in the tool on a 4—point scalerielation to a specific identified

(4) STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENTTOOL. (@) Basics of theool.  child, as follows:
The standardized assessment tool shall include a list of items that 1. A rating of 0 means there is meason to believe a need
may have a diredimpact on service planning for the child and thexists.
child’s foster parent. The list of items included in sti@endardized 2. Arating of 1 means there is a history or concern that needs
assessmerbol shall assist with evaluation of all of the followingiig he monitored.

1. The childs functioning, including all of the following: 3. Arating of 2 meanthere is a presence of a need that must
a. The impact of trauma on the child. be acted upon.
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4. A rating of 3 means there is a presence of a need tbaany payment made directly to a foster parent for the arzale
requiresimmediate or intensive action. maintenancef a foster child under one or more of the following:
(5) USEOFASSESSMENTINFORMATION. (a) The placing agency 1. Basic maintenance payments established undés.62

shalluse information from the assessment of the childghiid's  (4), Stats.

family, the childs foster parent, the supervising ageranyd the 2. Supplemental payments under sub. (2).

licensingagency for all of the following: 3. Exceptional payments under sub. (3).
1. To communicate information about theeds and strengths 4. |nitial clothing allowance under sub. (4).

of the child and chiles family. . . (b) The total monthly payment amount to a foster parader

2. To assist with determining the chidservice needs and par.(a) 1., 2., an®. is subject to a maximum determined by the
developingthe childs plan of care. department.

3. To determine a level of need of 1/2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 for the child. (c) A placing agency may not make a supplemental or excep

4, To inform decisions regarding a placement at a level of cdrenal payment or pay an initial clothing allowance for a child
thatis appropriate to meet the chgdevel of need. placedin a Level 1 foster home.

5. To evaluate the match between the knowledge, skills, a{nd}lote: See s. DCF 56.16 (2) (c) on licensing agency participation idesemina
cpegs .Han.
abilities of a fosterparent and the needs and strengths of the chi d (2) SUPPLEMENTAL PAYMENTS. A placing agency shall make a

6. To assist in the development of services aogports ¢y pplementapayment to a foster parent for a chsldipecial
neededor a specific child and foster parent to promote the Stabﬁeeds.The placing agency shall determine the amount of a sup

ity of the placement. plemental payment based on the total under the following:
7. To provide a mental healtreen to all children entering (a) Identified needs and singths.1. On a form prescribed by
foster care. the department, the placing agency shall use information obtained
8. To determine any supplemental payments under s. D@Eingthe standardized assessment tool to rate the child ander
56.23(2). DCF56.22 (4) (c) relative to what is developmentally appropriate
9. To determine any supplemental payments for purposesfef a child of a similar age in the following areas:
anadoption assistance agreement under s. 48.975, Stats., and cha. Adjustment to trauma.

DCF 50. b. Life functioning, including physical, mental, and dental
(b) A placing agency shall re—evaluate the appropriatenesshefalth;relationships with family members; and social skills.

a child’s placement, services provided to the child, and supple c¢. Functioning in a child care or school setting.

mentalpayments made to tHiester parent following a reassess 4. Behavioral and emotional needs.

ment of the child under sub. (3) (b). e. Risk behaviors

(6) MATCHING AND PREPLACEMENTVISITS. (@) Matchingthe aep
child and foster family A placing agency may place a child in a f CSTId S lﬁnguage.
fosterhome only after careful consideration is made on el 9. fe“g S. . .
the prospective foster family will do all of the following: 2. For points that have been assigned in the areas under subd.
1. Meet the child identified specific needs. 1., the placing agency shaltld the total points that represent all

2. Add f the birth dopti of the following:
' fess ay concerns 9 the |_rt or adoptive parents. 5 - A chiid's need that has a rating of 2 indicating there is a
3. Accomplish the goals of the chispermanency plan.  presenceof a moderate special need.

_(b) Pre—placement interactions for placements in fostemes b. A child’s need that has a rating of a 3 indicatinere is a
with a Level 3 to &ertification. Before placing a child in a foster presencef an intensive special need.

homewith a Level 3 to 5 certification, the placing agersyper c. A child’s strength that has a rating of 2 that indicates an
vising agencyand.,if different, the licensing agency shall arrang®yentified strength.

for pre—placement, face—to—face interacti@mong the child, - . -
foster parent, andif appropriate, the child’ family, unless the d. A child's strength that has a ratiog 3 that indicates no
strengthhas been identified.

lacementis an emagency undes. 48.205, 48.63, or 938.205, ;
gtats. gency 3. A placing agency shall make a supplemep@yment

underthis paragraph that is a dollar amount determined by the

(7) PLACEMENT IN A FOSTERHOME. (a) A placing agencyn departmentnultiplied by the total points determined under subd.

accordancevith a licensing agencgynay place a chilth a foster
homethat is certified to provide a given level of care if thdd’s . .
level of need is at or below the level of care that the foster home(P) Level of cae higher than level of need placingagency

is certified to provide. shallmake a supplemental payment under this paragraph that is

. . . anamount determined by the department if a foster hotaeél
(b) Notwithstanding par(a), a placing agenayay place a care certification is higher than the level of need of a child

. . AR of
child with a level of need that is higher than the level of care tl .
afoster home is certified to provide if the placing agency gra éﬁﬁggighne foster home and the foster home has a Levelt3 or

anexception and documents in the clsldlectronic case record

what services and supports will be provided to meet the ehild” (3) EXCEPTIONAL PAYMENT. (&) A placing agency may make
needsas identified in the assessment tool. anexceptional payment tofaster parent to accomplish any of the

following:

(c) A child whose level of need is lower than 5 may not be . o
placedin a Level 5 foster home, except for continuation of an 1+ Enable the child to be placed or remain in a foster home

existingplacement during planning ftine childs transition to a insteadof being placed or remaining in a more restrictive setting.

lessrestrictive setting following a reassessment under sub. (3) (b). 2- Enable the placement of siblings or minor parent and minor
Note: See Appendix A for the placement complexity chart that shows placemdifildrentogether

optionsbased on a chilé'level of need and a providedevel of care. 3. Assist with transportatiocosts to the school the child was
N stsécg}ry:f Egm{(lﬁSO: emer. cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus2011 attendingprior to placement in out-of-home care
0. ,ef. 9-1-11. :

4. Replace a child’ basic wardrobe that has been lost or
DCF 56.23 Supplemental payments, exceptional destroyedn a manner other than normal wear and. tear
payments, initial clothing allowance, and retainer fee. 5. For a child placed in a foster horhefore February 21,
(1) Coverack. (a) A placing agency shall determine the amou2011,and who remains placed ihat foster home, equalize the
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total payment amount lost by the chadfosterparent due to mentshall be considerean initial placement for the purpose of
implementatiorof the method ofletermining supplemental pay par.(a).

mentsin sub. (2) Note: See the departmestuniform foster care rate—setting policy and forms
. . relatedto rates on thdepartmeng website http://dcf.wisconsin.gov in the section on
(b) A placing agency may determine the frequency amgstercare program and services. The policy includes current information for all of
amountof an exceptional payment necessary to meet one or mwﬁét)llow'Ing: " ) .
; i 1. Total monthly maximum payment to a foster parent.
purposesn par (a), pro;‘ndemo total monthly payment to the EOS 2. Dollar amount that is multiplied by the total points of a caildentified needs
ter parent exceeds the maximum amoudetermined by the  ahgstrengths to determine the portion of a supplemental payment under sub. (2)

departmentnder sub. (1) (b). (a)

laci 3. 'DoIIar amount othe portion of a supplemental payment under sub. (2) (b) if
(4) INITIAL CLOTHING ALLOWANCE. (@) A placing agency may afoster homes level of care is higher than a childével of need.

pay an initial clothing allowance to faster parent when a child 4. Maximum initial clothing allowance.
is initially placed in foster care. (5) ReTaINER FEE. A placing agency magrovide a monthly

(b) The amount of the initial clothing allowance shall be thgetainerfee to a foster parent to maintain openings foster home
actualcost of the clothing not to exceed a maximum determind@f emegency placements under ss. 48.205 and 938.205, Stats.
by the department. This fee may not be considergdrt of the foster care payment for

Sy . a specific child.
(c) If achildis placed in foster care 120 days or more after Q-Iistory: EmR1050: emey. cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: ciRegister Augus2011

previousout-of-home care placement was terminated, the place. 668, ef. 9-1-11.
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Appendix A

Placement Complexity Chart Options

Placement Options
Child’s Level of Provider's Level Foster Home Group Home Residential Care
Need of Care Center
1/2 1 Child-Specific
2 Basic
3 3 Moderate Teatment Group Home
4 4 Specialized Teatment
5 5 Exceptional Teatment Residential Care Cente
6 6

Step—down level to be used for transition planning to a less restrictive placement setting.

Placement of children at this level is not appropriate.

Note: A child in foster care can be served by a foster home with a certification lower tranild'elevel of need if an exception has been granted and documented in
the childs electronic case record by the placing agency and the agency shows what services and supports will be provided to meeetuschild’
History: EmR1050: emey. cr, ef. 1-1-11; CR 10-148: crRegister August 2d1No. 668, €f 9-1-11.
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